eh 


-19- . ee 


as all other police officers shall be dealt with under section 23. 
of Cap. 235, although they do not fell within the provision of sec- 
tion 23. Don't let me heve to go to-Court on that. 


Chzirman: The question is that clause 3 as amended stand part of the 
bill. Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


- -‘Sub-Glause 4 as amended’ stand part of the bill. Those in 
favour? Those against?’ “The Ayes have it, 


Clause 4, The question is that clause 4 stand part of the bill, 
Those in favour? Tp Oeeer enn The Ayes have it, 


(The Title and Enacting. Clause were called and agreed to. ) 
Chaizman: The coger Lon. is that i do sepees the bill to the House. 
(House resumes) © - oe ee . 


Speaker: The House resumes and I have to report that the bill. 


shortly entitled the "police pensions (Amendment) Act, 1974¥passed 
through the Committee stage with multiple cmendments . The question 


is that the report’ ‘of the Committee be adopted. Those in fevour? 
Those ‘egainst? ‘the Ayes” oS it. a5 


‘Hon, Preiiiers Mire Speaker, I wee to move that the bill shortly 


entitled the "Police Pensions (Amendnent) Act, 1974," be read a - 
third time and passed, 


Hon. 2. Btiennes Me, Speaker, I beg to second the ea 


Speaker: It has been moved and seconded that the bill ieee ay 
entitled the "Police Pensions (Amendment) Act, 1974be read a third 
time and passed. Those in favour? Those apeinat? The Ayes - 
have it, _ . - 


Clerk: Police Pensions (Amendment) Act, 1974. 
Specker: The bill has been reed a tHird time and passed accordingly. 


Hon. Premier: Mr, Speaker, with regerd to the bill that has just 
been passed, I want to give the Honourable embers of this ‘House’ 
the assurance that ‘if there is any injury to any rural or special 
constable, for the time being government will act under Cap. 235 
section 23, . OS si : 








AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF SOCTROTES 
ESTABLISHED POR UNLAWFUL PURPOSES AND FOR THE BETTER 
PRESER VATION OF ‘PUBLIC SAPETY | PUBLIC: ORDER AND PUBLIC MORALITY. 





Hon. Premier; Mrs Speaker , I beg to dntvoduee the pill shortly 
entitled "Prohibited —_ Unlawful wpockeuace and Associations Act 
1974". igo . . — 


Hon, T. Etienne; Mr, Speaker, I ‘bog to sccond the motion, +. 


Cleric: Prohibited ar3 ‘Unlawful Societics And Associations Act, 194. 


Hon. ReOePs Arnovr's os ‘Speaker, _ pefore the Second Reading of. this 
bill, I know that during the morning some discussion has been held » 


on. the importance of the matter and I think the Leader of Government 
Business, the Honourable Premier, hes been apprised of perhaps of 
a certain wish, on behalf of members who do not belong to the 


eg 


Government Benches,.. There are many matters which come. before this 
House to be passed which are of public im tance, but none I believe 
of such importance for several years and I/suppose everybody else 
including members of Government, have suffered from time to time by | 
the inept precising of their contributions by certain officials 

and misrepresentation and distortion of their contributions to the 
public through Radio Dominica. I hesitated considerably before I 
came here this morning duc to the fact that although I give full 
support to the principles on which this bill is founded, I have cer- 
tain detailed criticisms to make of certain eluses etc, which I. 
think it would be in the interest of the public to Imow and I must 
state here that I do not intend to make any contribution to this -de- 
bate at all other than what I have already just said, unless we are 
given the assurance by Government that the Government takes all steps 
to ensure that the public of Dominica be given the opportunity to 
hear this debate live. When I say live I am conscious of the require- 
ments of libel and it is obvious that anything which is libellous in 
anybody's speech can be cut out by whoever. the Government wishes = ° 
to put to censor it. But I think I will insist that I take no part 
in this debate . . I would rather deal with it. on a. public platform » 
unless we have the assurance that we have a live publication of this 
debate, = you. 


Speaker: Mr, ‘Armour, “you. are aware of the existencé of an. Act intend~ 
ing > to enable publication of proceedings before this House, The. 
machinery of the Act is not yet operative. When it does hecome. 
operative it is the function, as I understand it, of the Specker 

and other persons to vet and to scrutinize the matter for publication, 
In the meantime are you saying that we should delay the passing of 
this Bill until such time as provision is made for ace live i peeade 
cast of the proceédings | before the House? 


Hon, R.0.Ps Armour: Mr. Speaker, I am quite aware of “legislation 
which has been passed by this House creating the Committee. x 

am quite aware of the fact also that you are the Chairman of this | 
Committee for censorship. I have just indicated,as regards this 
bill, today I have no intention of taking part in a debate unless it 
is broadeast live, And I will say this with all duc respect to’ 
you, I think it is a vuste of time to wait for that Committec. 


Speaker; If I may just add. this. In other wore tet, are in effect 
saying is that you will not be takirig part in this debate and your 
reasons are as you've statcd them. Not that you are saying that 
anything ought to be done or can be done to enable you to take part. 
This is how’I understahd it and another point with your refcorence to 
libel you know of course. that no proceedings whatsoover can be main-~ 
tained by anybody against.anybody in this House for statements made. 
You cannot in fact bring en aobuon ser libel in respect of anything 
, said in this. House. sa _— : a. 


Fon, R.O.P. Armour: Mr. Speaker, as we laymen say, we are not. in 
Court. T gaid that if this debate is published live [I will take 
part, if it is not T will go to ny me piatforn, re 


‘Speaker: Thank You. ‘Well I think thet is it. 


Hon, M.&. Charles: Mr. Syerker, mey I be permitted to say, sone thing 
which is reelly out of order in 2 way? I em not prepared to say: 
like the last spesker that I will not take part, T am quite 
accustomed to being misquoted end things stated. that I didn't say, 
but I will continue to say the things that must be said, no motter 
what. vould ask though if in spite of the fact that we are not yet 
able to use the legislation, if the Honourdile Premier under whose 


wo 
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portfolio the Dominics Radio falls if he would permit or arrange 
that the tapes of this debate be played, not only because I went 
people to know exactly what my position is, that in fact is a minor 
point, butthe important point is that the public should lnow-exactly 
what is happening, Half. { the reason for the fear is the: fact 
that people are not sur 1.ot certain of what is happening and I think 
it would help alot and give quite a fillip to people'tg courage, if 
they could themselves listen to the debate on this Bill. And for 
this reason I would be grateful if the Premier could perhaps make 
arrangement, quite apary from the legislation, to have the tapes on 
this “debate played on the radio over a period of days T presume » 
Thank you, 7 


Speaker; I don't think it is within the authority of the Premier 
_to do that. _ 

Hons WE. Charles: i theught he was above is else, 

. Speaker: I am the person who controls what happens eae matters 

in this House and I am not inclined to accede to that request at all. 


Hone Mel. Charles: I agree, Mr. Speaker, that you sre in full 
charge of. this Hot Ouse, We know this, but I am sure that you of all 
people realise even more than I do. the importance of the public 
knowing exactly what is being said and { would be gratoful, How— 
ever, I would like to know if in fact this is going to be done or 
not because it would make a difference to the manner in which I 
debate this bill. : 


~ Speakon: Yell you see this House is basically a political institu~ 
“tion, but I do not intend to allow debateg in this House to be re- 
duced to party politicei level. Because if people are inclined to 
say one thing here end to say another thing to the public then to 
me that does not make sense, Members heve said they will only 
say what they heve to sey if the public are listening. 


Hon, M,@. Charles: J haven't said so. JI don't want to interrupt 
“too much, ; 


* 


Speaker: We cannot have double standards at this level. 


Hon, Tin} MeBe Charlies: No, no, no, I agree . I said that I am not 
following - the last speakey that I intend to say all I have to say 
here, but I think I said it would’be a good thing if the public 


; hoard vhat was being said because they would get further assurance 


abou’ MSS » 


Pag a2 ENT 


ir. oo I son auet rie ees ned one point, = you ould per- 
mit me, Mr. Speaker, you see the presentation of this bill is one 
of the most serious pieces of legislation ever introduced in this 
House. And the vasiuess and the solemity of this bill, Mr. Speaker, 
igs merc than we can utiderstand and appreciate and I would be very 
hapyy, Supporting the Third Nominated Member, if what is being said 
here would be relayed over Radio Dominica so that,-there shall be 

no misconstruing or any sort of supsicica of anyone saying sone thing 
that he did not quite mcan or so, This is the contribution fT 

have to make, eo 8 


HoneR.O,P, Armour: I would only like to.add one thing oe wy of 
clarification when [I said to be broadcast live IT vwas.in . 
error, I @¢ ROP mugs live broadcast word for word, in feact.. 
what I wos saying. is a enone gy of the tapes over Radio Dominica, 


oO Om 


Speaker: Well I can concede to that if that is the case but who 

will this House impose the duty upon to edit what goes over the air? — 
(Voice: You.) It must be understood that you will have to rely on 

ny integrity. (laughter) for I will certainly not allow the minds. of 
the public to be abused by irrelevance, intrigue etc. I will allow 

a verbatim report of the proceedings over the air in the essential 
parts and I will consult each participant debating as Feeeree what 
they wish to put across on the air, 


Hon, Premier: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the bill shortly enti- 
tled "Prohibited and Unlewful Societies and Associations Act, 1974)" 
be read @ second time, 





Hon, itinister of Communications & Works, Mr. B.A, Leslie: Mr.Speaker, 
I beg to second the motion. 


Hon, Premier: Mr. Speaker, the object of this Bill is to set out the 
conditions under which societies or associations may be declared | 
unlawful; and to declare the society or association of pcisons commonly 
referred to as the "Dreads" to be an unlawful association, - 


The Bill provides for the arrest without warrant where members 
of unlawful associations appear in public bearing any distinction or 
mark of recogni tion of their society or association. 


it seeks to rescue children and young persons oo recruitment — 
into unlawful societies or association. 


The Bill would allow a grace period of 15 days after a eens 
or association is designated unlawful before procecutions are started, 
It allows an appeal against such designation to the High Court, “and 
thenee on a. point of law to the Court of Appecl 


The Bill is intended to preserve low and order and also to dis- 
pel the climate of foar snd apprehension now visible in the State 
from the behavior of the society or association mentioned in the Sche- 
dule to this Act, 


i>, Specker, Dominica hes reached a stage where therc is a Jack 
of discipline, there is no respect for l-w and order throughout the 
entire country, ond if IT my say this, Mr. Specker, to 2 certnin 
extent ak all levels. On top of thet, Mr. Spe-ker, there arc some 
among us who have got o seemingly weird philosophy, 2 philosophy which 
is practiced in defiance of the will of the majority of Dominicans, 
and in so doing Mr. Sperker, they have subjected the majority to reali~ 
ties of fear and terror. There is a saying that the minority will 
will have its say, but the majority must have its way. But today, 
Mr. Speaker, we are faced with a situation where a minority terrorists 
organisation seemingly forces and acts in defiance of the silent majority 
and wants to have its own way without the silent majority having an 
absolute say. They are instilling fear in the hearts of many Dominicans 
with the idea of revolutionary violence. Mr. Speaker, today the 
Caribbean is looking at Dominica; the World is looking at Dominica; 
investors are looking at Dominica. But we hear arovnd tow and in 
nost quarters, ~ Mr. Speaker, the excuse - unemployment. The word 
unemployment has been used és a scapegoat for certain groups to commit 
crimes and other acts of violence. But I must say, Tir. Speaker, we 
are aware that there are two types of unemployment -— voluntary unemploy- 
ment and compulsory unomployment. The groups involved «re those who 
voluntarily create unemployment. Mr, Speaker, if I may go dow in 
dotail to a certain extent. The groups who are nov preaching their. 
revolutionary violence and change of society etc. ctcs, in May 1972; 
the then Minister of Finance and Deputy Premier, Mr. Armour, the ~ 
Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Btienne and myself, met over 60 young men 


& 
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in the Conference room of the Ministry of Finance, (at that time 

they called themselves 'Black Power't) to discuss the problems that’ 
they had, and I must say at that meeting in May 1972, the spokesman 
and leader of that group was no less a person than Desmond Trotter, 
and at that time they spoke about lands. In @ previous meeting in 
which the Chief Technical officer, at that time, Mr. Wendell Lawrence 
attended, they were notinterested in taking jobs on the roads on 
contract because as they said they were not going to build roads for 
Rourgeoise to drive their cars on, At a subsequent meeting, the 
question of land arose, they were promised Crown Lands and they were 
supposed to have done an exercise and meet again with the three ifinis— 
ters to finalise an area where they would settle. When the report 
came in-they wanted land in an area very, very close to the airport. 


There must be no roads endne ~~ who is not a member of the cult must 
be allowed to come within the ares, Mr. Speaker, surely, with an 
airport and with people well over 60 or more . living in the 


bushes close to that airport snd cutting off themselves from society 
completely, government could not accede to such a recuest. I will not 
go into details as to probably the reasons why the airport was chosen, 
Mr, Speaker, there are stevedores, long shoremen ond lightermen 
employed on the Waterfront - members of the Waterfront Union and 
some of these men are regularly employed as stevedores, Longshoremen 
and lightermen, they get their daily bread, but they have left the 
regular employment and have gone into the sub-culture society. Mr. 
Speaker, no less a person than the Clerk of the House of Assembly, 
early 1973, informed me that a young boy of 19, whom she met in the 
Four-corners, mentioned that he vas hungry and hadn't caten for ten 
days because he had no work. Immediately I got in touch with the 
Manager of the Dominica Construction Company, Mr. Jack Royer, for 
at that time the newly built Koseau Boys School had just started. 
He was employed and after one week of earning bread, he walked off 
the: job. Recently I saw him with his associates, - 


Mr, Speaker, on Thursday the 15th August, 1974, I met six of the 
leaders of this group at Canefield. They were in a vehicle and I 
asked them to come in to see me on the following day, the 16th thet 
was a Friday, so that I could discuss thcir problems and see 
whether Government could assist, They accepted, but on the morning 
of the Friday I received a message ~ a verbal one — We don't want 
to meet the bad man, { have not scen them to date, So when certain 
persons, Ii. Speaker say that the situation has arisen because of 
unemployment, Mr. Speaker, there is something greater than the unemploy— 
ment situation; | 


Mh, Spenker, if we are to go into some of the activities,let us 
see whether those activities. in fact were motivated by unemployment. 
Mr, Speaker, there was ¢ shooting of a visitor during the Carnival 
Season. Surely unemployment could not have motiveted this, There 
was ahe slashing by cutless of another person in Dominica during the 
National Day Celebrations this yeer, unemnloyment could not have 
motivated this. There is a system of walleing in on to peagsantst 
iand and reaping the crops and threatening the peasants: ‘If you 
talk, that's it." Surely, Mr. Speaker, this has not risen because 
of unemployment. There has been constant abuse of young girls who 
walk the streets if they do not respond when they arc called 'sister', 
they may be called ‘leggobeast" and slapped or abused. If they aro 
asked for a quarter or one bread and they refuse to give it they — 
are assaulted, - . : 


Mr. Speaker, we know of cortain instances in the schools where 
certain teachers have used filthy language and debased language to 
the atudents, These teachers surely are employed. ‘The type of 
philosophy being ‘novleate'din some of the young children today, My, 
Speaker, surely has not arisen because of unemployment. ~ 
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lic. Speaker, it was only recently that Mrs. Phyllis Shand Allfrey 
was at her home in peace and quiet and she was stoned; this did 
not come about because of unemployment. 


Mr Speaker, these activities are only the front line activities, 
but the true architects of this trrrorist organisation are working 
on a communist take-over, Mr. Speaker, those in the background hold 
high offices in our society. Some of them work for the Government 
and are members of the Civil Service. Some are senior officials and 
some are heads of departments. Mr. Speaker, there is a certain 
member of the Bar Association involved in this and there are certain 
leading members in the commercial sector. These persons, Mr. 
Speaker, remain in the background and they push the younger persons 
to commit the crimes and to create disorder and confusion, until 
the time is ripe for tne takeover, 


Mr. Speaker, it was in March, 1 1 Tand agein in November, 1917 
when the Communist Party adopted /the {ectods: of gaining power which 
would bring about @n economic end social change as we hear so often 
spoken about, Mr, Speaker, these methods are now being used by 
the movements and branches. The first method, Mr,Speaker, is to 
show themselves as persons dedicated to liberty and social justice, 
persons opposed to all forms of social injustices and above ell, 

Mr. Speaker, the propaganda is based on lies, misrepresentation, 

and deception in order to create confusion. I will not elaborate 

on this, Mr. Speaker, you only have to read the "fwavay" and most 
recently the "Undergroun®." to got the message, Me, Speaker, the 
second method is ta wage the struggle for revolutionary change by 
staging protests, domonstrations, riots and eventful violence, They 
have adopted the new style of the North American the tactics they 
use now in protest... They use the tiny tots and the young children; 
thoy push them in the forefront while they remain in the background 
to create confusion. And if the law enforcement authorities come 
in, the younger children and the small tots are trampled on and you 
hoar the ery “police brutelity'. Mr. Speaker, only two weeks ago 
we had a similar situation. After a certain sentence was passed 

in the Cours, children from the ages of ten to twelve were amassed 
in groups and they were marching up and down in front of the Police 
Station chanting 'Free Trotter, Babylon is Tockerics,.'! Mr. Speaker, 
on National Day, I was in the bands and I saw certain Civil Servants 
and Teachers with drums and tins, with young children in their band 
chanting 'Free Trotter, Babylon is fockeries.' Mr. Speaker, this 

is the type of education that those who inculcate these ideologies, 
although they have obtained their BSC's, MA's and whet have you, are 
giving to these children; they arc, in fact denying the younger 

ones the same education that they got. More on this later, Mr. Speaker. 
The third method, Mr. Speaker, is the revolution by force. Lenin 
made it perfedtly clear that the Communist activists must always and 
continually engage themselves in illegal work but especially adwised 
them that they must seek to be in the forefront of ell organisations 
like Youth groups, little associations, etc, but bearing in mind at 
all times that the ultimete objective in mind is revolutionery 
seizure of power by force, 


Mr. Speaker, egrly in 1973, the movement for a New Dominica 
published a document proposing violence and it was on the 19th July, 
that year, a Resolution was moved by the Ex~Premicr, Mr, LeBlanc, 
deploring violence and the vnreats or the use of violence as stated 
by the movement for a New Dominica in a pamphict. This Resolution 
was unanimoully passed by this House and a division showed everyone 
voted in favour of condemning those acts of. violence end threats 
of violence as indicated in that document by the movement for a 
New Dominica. . Mr. Speaker, the movement referred in that document 
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with your permission, I will read Sir, - "the Government and their 
functionarics, the police gcem to forget or are uncble to assess 

the kind of revolutionary violence the people arc capable of, force 
will be met with force." Mr. Speaker, this orgenisation membership 
is epproximately two hundred in number and they hove mide a firm 

vow to steal as many guns and bullets as possible. But, Mr. Sperker, 
we hear the movement seying ‘force will moct force", but the time 
has come, Mr. Speceker, when the silent majority emn no longer remain 
silent. The time has come when the movement and any essociation 

or group alleged or connected with this revolutionsry activist or 
terrorist thet say "force will meet force", it. must bo lmowm Mr. 
Specker, that we will fight fire with fire, and who don't hear will 
fecl. -We will use Moses law nd the Communist terrorists are bound 
to yield ~ it's tooth for tooth, an eye for an cyc, gun for gun, 

and bomb for bomb, hand grenndé for hand grenade, reid for raid, 
blede for blade, knife for inife and t&. Spenker, life for life. 


itr. Speaker, this is the continuation of what have heen happening 
in our society. I have here with me, Mr. Speaker, a document pre-~ 
pared in 1973. -s % programme le-dinzs up to the ultimate revolution. 
This document Mr Spesker with your permission, "To the movement 
for a New-.Dominice from Julien 8. Johnson" ~- [In the progremme for 
community development he sperks about the Lend Question, ownership 
and use of cll lends ~ In the preamble he writes, "I submit the 
following for our examination et the meeting this afternoon." [t 
goes on to the MND dielogue, ani it says, which has been happening 
lic. Speaker, "Diologue with the urban srorkers - the Dominica Amalga- 
mated Workers Union, the Yoterizcont and '“llied Workers Union, the 
Dominica Trade Union etc, 
Diologue with Stildents - Primary, Socondary, 
Diologue with Nurses and Teachers. 
And in section 1, I suggest that between now March and June we focus 
attention on the following areas ~ Yotton Waven, Trafalsar, Laudat, 
Morne Prosper and the people involved in covering this area would 
be Julien Johnson, Hilarion Dejean end Herbie Charles. In area Now 
2- Mahaut, Massacre, fayou, St. Joseph, and the people involved 
in this area -- Gordon Moreau, and Desmond lrotter. Tn area No 3 - 
Loublere, Pointe Michel, Soufriere, Pichelin and Grandbay, and the 
people involved in this area ~ # thurton Marfin and Eamest Merril." 
In conclusion, he goes further and he says "I suggest before beginning 
he grounding session, that MND members must attempt to educate 
themselves of the peculiar objectives, conditions of the particular 
aren, for e.g. peasant holdings vis a vis total village land area, vis 


a vis estate holdings, extent of estate production, unproductivity 


etc." And in the end in patois he cays, "ce pour tout malheureux 
travail en semme pom changer boninicue. Ce pour nous tout travail 


pour faire revolution lea." : 


Mr. Speaker, this gives us an indication of the activities that — 
have been going underground over the past probably a year or a year 
and a half and is now movine vp to the summit, But, Hr. Speaker, 
vhen we vatch and look at what is heppening in our society we are 
seeing thet many of the unfortunate or many young people who may 
not have the chance of getting prorer secondary education have been 
used by such people, They heve gone out end inculcated in some 
of the younger people thet the Establishment is no good, We -must 
do away with the Estzbiishment, Brevo. But the samc people who 
stay within chose@ de®ry end in the background urging on the others 
tc go on and destroy the establishment, they report to the said. 
Establish@ent .every day and at the month end, ifr. Speaker, they 
draw a salary from the ssid Establishment. Mr. Speaker, they say 
they must not ride in the white man's car, but you see them with 
pipes in their mouths driving in luxurious cars. At their homes. 
they've got big radiograms, T.V.'s etc, and all the comforts of life. 
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which they accuse the so sgid Establishment of Dominice of heving, 

Only two veeks szo, Mr. Sneaker one young ten by the name of Aurelius 
Jolly, who works in the iinistry of Educs tion and Health, brought 

down some dreads from Fond Cole to his home to make a yott, that 

is food, I will come back to thet later, and he preparedthe meals for the 
GuyS ~ meals without salt, thet is ‘swine jot However he prepared 

@ seperate dish for himself in the presence ot’ the boys. These have 
learnt their lesson, for they realised thet they were taken for a ride. 
ir, Speaker, if we watch the type of Lnglish they now teach the younger 
people, while when they wlite their other branches and associates 

frou overse@s, Mr, Speaker, they write in verfect English, We have 
heerd some of them in the Court when they defend certain brothers 

speak fluent English, But Me, Speaker, if f may gc in slight detail 
in the dictionary of the “Dread language! to hear how the people 

Speak now, Mr. Speaker, if one of the members of this association 

wants to walk away he says. 'let us meke asaall motion', if he is in 
posession of an illegal firearm, he tells you tI got a plece!, if there 
is any person in society who is against their ideologies, you are 
called "Babylon", | Immense buildings like this , the Police Station, 
and other buildings are called "endless conercte"(loughter from the 
gallery.) Mr. Speaker, in an Asseubly like this when you watch the 
gallery filled with people and you see a tremendous crowd, you call 
that "endless man" (laughter fron the gallery) On a question of the 
food, the food they eat , partienJarly vegotables ond provisions , 

this is called - “italsvand in ordee to create confusion in the minds 
of the law enforcements authorities, when they are in possession of 
marijuana, they are in nossessic. of '3tae!', the meats and fish, Mr. 
Speaker, are called ‘jot! or ‘twine',; and if there is any food that 

hes vice or salt in it, it is called “swine jot", that differentiates 
between vegetables and food which is "swine" and food mixee with 

salt "swine jot", because they don't est srlt, Now Me. Speaker, if 
there is a lady for instance. who moy not accept their ideologies 
she is called a 'eggobeast, ond persons who own a lot of verlth 

they are called /Controller' end the security officers and the police- 
men, Mr, Sperker, they are called "swine-man"., Now, this is the . 
type of language that persons who have gone to Universities end have | 
come back ere inculeating in the younger people. People whom the people of 
Dominica were hoping would have contributed not oniy to the education 
of the younger people but to the economic development of the country. 


Mer, Speaker, as I said earlier on, there has been infiltration 
all around. in our Civil Service, they arc seen on many occasions, but 
unfortunately because of the situation of fear everybody is afraid to 
report ~ see and don't talk ~ this is the policy now, but they have — 
been seen on many occacions, Rong treoagh rorious files in the Ministry 
ct odd hours, getting out documewbation from the various Ministrics — 
for what, I don't know. They have infiltrated the Prison, 4 
certain Prison Officer was scen on National Day, with ce document 
asking for a donation for the "Free Trotter Fund", llr, Speaker, 
young persons have been used now to steal not only money but guns. 

The same Friday when Desmond Trotter was sentenced, two young boys, 
at the Juvenile Court, wore brought before the Megistretec, for having 
stolen three guns and when they were questioned whet they were Going 
with the guns, they said tacy stole them for the 'Dreads!, . That 

was said in the Courts. 


Mr, Speaker, they arc also trying to neutralise ‘the Police 
Force, by mounting propaganda apon propaganda of police brutality, 
babylon ete. They have gone a little further, Tk, Speaker, they 
are now trying to disrupt and to overthrow the administration of 
justice in the State, And with your permission, Mr. Speaker, if I 
may again refer to the MND documents, here it is soid "thet one of 
their aims and objectives is the public control of all institutions — 
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Radio. Courts, Ports, etc. I wouldn't Sinead , but I would hope 
that Radio Dominica again Sys a repect of ek tte, Jastied Renwick 
said. at. the closing of the Session yesterday, for. people are now 
tekinge the Courts for a ride, 


Mr, Sperker, we hed an ‘incident where a- young boy = the name 

of Kent Voliere who is not yet 18 years, stole $1,500.00 from L.A, 
Dupigny end one of the brothers got %500.00 from that to go to the 
United Kingdom. -He is now in the United Kingdon, Fut vwhon. a brother can 

allow 2 young boy, under 18 yerrs to steal $1,500.00 and go to geol 
while he gets a cut out of thet. end cleers out to the United Kingdom I 
am asking young people who are present here to watch out. end be on. 
their guard because many of our. young people nave been used in like 
manner, 


lir, Speaker, we now that a-lot of guns are in circulation. We 
know that a lot of illegal guns are in circulation. . In the Court 
she young boys said they were sent to steal them for a certain organisa~ 
tion. But only carlier this week, Mr. Speuker, Yominice is moving - 
forvard, men with hoods went up to Mrs, Agar, and at gun point collected 
mnonics from her place. 


Mr. Speaker, Government have got requests from seasents from almost all 
over Domin ca who are afraiti to go back on their lands, where they 
have vorked and cultivated. We had an instance at Woodford Hill 
where a man confessed that for four months he couldn't go to his 
establishment because saw scuething looking like an animal (laughtei 
from the gallery) but he was not sure uhether it wes an animal and 

therefore for four months with vight children he couldn't go back on 
his plentation. lr. Speaker, the time has cone when people who 
have got their plantas.ons must be ablc to go frecly on their land 
with their family to plant ond reap whey have sown, not people who 
voluntarily refuse to work because of laginess and other «attitudes to 
conc in and reap the benefits from the soil that this men hes toiled 
EOr~ 


Mr. Speaker, we had a situation in July this yocr with e lady. 
who lives in Bath Rosd opposite Centrnl Water Authority, hername 
is Mrs. Piper. She hes a young boy; he goes to the Academy, I think 
he was in Form I[I, when these boys Ds the Society got the boy out 
of school, ond he wos aw y from his femily, After the first week, 
the mother went to the Police rnd the boy was apprehended and brought 
back. He returned to school, but after two days at school he wns 
again taken awey from the school -nd that time he went for 17 deys 
The mother @gain went to the Police, the boy was found again, this 
time in the jungle. He came back home ond during the night while 
the mother was asleep, he disappeared and this mother has not seen 
her son since July ~ a young boy under 18, wild, living like Tarzan 
boy. 


ly, Specker, we are faced with a situation where this group go 
around and they. Sere (aL oper ty irrespective of owmership, irrespective 
of. law. They take over houses, empty houses, and they just go in 
and bunk, and if the omer comes in, woll you have had it. Mr. Speaker, 
we lnow that: they arc potting a lot of money, and this ‘money docs not 
come from Dominicans; this orgenisation, Mr. Sperkor, is being serviccd 
from an outside source. Only recently onc of the leadcrs, who is 
supposed to be doing social work in “ominica, gctting $2,000.00 « 
month, was scen cleaning with a group of young boys the Portsmouth 
river. ‘This was social work! Two wouks ago, li, Speaker, Aurclius 
Jolly wernt to Fond Cole and brought thirty-two pounds of suger and 
then demandcd’a reeeipt, an indication that whetover things they buy 
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they must present a reecipt to the Head Office for re~Luburscment. 


lr. Speekcr, the time has come when we in Doiniea cannot take 
it any longer, the time has como, Mr. Speaker, when we have to 
restore law and ordcr in this country and by doing this we have to be 
firm and hard, Mr. Speaker, this Bill makes provision in the inter- 
pretation ~ "a society", as indicated by this bill, mecns ®any group 
or association of pcrsons intended to Sormanent ov long standing, 
formed for the purpose of shearing and propagating a cormon ideology 
and objective, whose members distinguish themselves by 2 uniforn, 
or by their mode of dress or manner of wearing thoir hair", There 
is provision under. clause 3, Mr. Spocker, for the illegal Societics 
and Associations ~ "Any Association or Socicty whose members ~ 


(a) practice acts of terrorism, includines shooting at or injuring a 
member of the police force or of the public thereby undermining 
public order, 8nd mblic safcty: or 


(b) Threeten or intimigete eny public official. magistrote or any 


member of a Juv o ci ce noclicdarr,3 or 


(c). by the destruction of crops, animals snd buildings prevent 
the peaceful enjoyment of rights over property; 


(a) assault, wound, and hinder or prevent other persons from enjoying 
freedom of movement or association on the grounds of their race, 
place of origin or colour; or 


(c) plan, cmspire or attempt to affect public health by tampering 
with or fouling or poisoning water supplies; or in any manner 
to deprive the public of other essential Supplics: or 


(f) entice or coerce children and young persons under the age of 18 
years to join their membcrship, thereby preventing their 
attendance at school; or 


(g) are required to toke any oath or cngagement not required or 
authoriscd by law: or 


(h) .are required to keup their names or the nimcs of any of thon 
seeret from the public at large; or 


(i) shell have any committec or select body so chosen or appointed 
that the members constituting the same shall not be lmown by 
the society at large; or 


(j) as well as any president, treasurer, secretary, delegates or 
other officers sh&ll not be entered in a book to be kept for 
the purpose, end to be open to the inspection of all the members 
of such society or association, 


is hereby declered en unlawful essociation or society, " 


Me. Speskor, the bill mekes provisions for other societies — 
"Nothing contained in paragraphs (g), (h), (i). and (5) above 
shall extend to the meetings of such Societies or Lodges as the, Pree 
Masons, the foresters, thec..feilews and like Societies that have 
been in existence before the passing of this Act, and whose Secretary 
shall establish to the satisfaction of a Maristrate that the society 
or lodge is being run in conformity with the rules which regulate 
such societies, # 


Mr. Speaker the Bill makes provision for arrest on public 
appearance - "Any member of an unlawful association who appears in 
public wearing any uniform, badge or motto or dress or other distinguish— 
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ae a, on a Tee 


ing nari] shail We guilty of an offence, eu shall be ‘arrested without 
warrant by any member of the police foree. 


The law makes provision for -no bail to be granted - "A member 
of an unlawful association arrested under the provisions of the preced-~ 
ing section shall not be entit vled to or be granted bail, 


A member of an unlawful association arrested under the provisions 
of the preceding section shall be brought before a magistrate at the 
firs st possible opportunity. x 


It is an offence to harbour or recruit in the membership of any 
ees society or association any child or young person below the 
ge of ae years, 


ir. Syeaker, the law provides for Aiding and abetting - “It shall 
be an offence against this’Act to harbour or conceal any member of 
an unlawful society wanted by any member of the police force, or to 
encourage, support, conspire with, aid and abet any unlawful society 
or association or any member thereof - in the furtherance of any of its 
objectives or in the infringement of this law or any regulations made 
thereunder, | * 


A member of the police force may arrest without warrant any 
person whom he hes reasonable cause to suspect tobe a member of en 
unlawful society. 


A member of the police fo.se may with a warrant so enabling him 
80 to do, search any heme where he has rensonable cause to suspect, 
that a member of an unlawful society or association may be hiding, 
and may search other places or premises not used as o home without 
warrant where he has reasonable. cause to suspect that a member of 
an unlawful society or association may be found.” 


fhe law gives them the prerogative, Mr. Specker, thata -Society 
or association may appeal from the decision of the Hinds ster who 
designated it an unlawful society or association to the High Court", 

It gives the Minister power to designate 
lawful association or socicty. 


an association an un- 


find under the offences, Mr. Speaker, "Persons shall te tried 
summarily for offences ugainst this Act, and if found euilty shall 
suffer the penalties set out in the following scefion, ~— Scction 415. 


"Penalties - (1) A Magistrate before whom any person is convicted 
for being a member of an unlawful society or association shall impose 
a sentence of 18 months imprisonment in case of first conviction and 
rip ge) yesrs in case of a sgocond conviction, 


(2) A person convicted. before a magistrate for herbouring or 
concealing a member of an unlawful society or. association or of aiding, 
abetting, counselling or advising such a socicty or association shall 
be sentenced to a term of imyrisonment fox two he ; 

Mr. Speeker, these is n llowance in the Bill Pop the - nelcing of 
esulations under this clevse, ae 


Mr. Speaker, heving outlined some of the important clauses of this 
bill, I wish to say, Mr. Specker, thrt it. is the bounden duty of every 
member in this House, not only to God, not only to our people, but 
to the country 6s a whole to support the bill. Today the time hes 
coue when we cannot pretend or be very sympathetic, Mr. Specker, low 
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and order must prevail. It is a national issue and I am hoping 
that the entire House will give this bill its blessing. Mr. Speaker, 
today is the day of decision making, today is the day when we should 
forget all our political differences, Today is the day when we 

_ Should forget family ties and social ties, Today is the day when 

we must forget friends and acruaintances. Today, Mr. Speaker, is 

the day when we must think of Dominica, Mr. Speeker, todey Dominica 
must be liberated.  Dominice must be libeyated from terrorism, 
Dominica must be liberated from lawlessness. Dominica must be 
liberated from feer; Dominica must be liberated from the. sub-cultures 
and cults end groups, whose only motive is designed to destroy our 
youth and the nation as a. whole. Mr. Speaker, I appeal to this 
House ~ let us execute our task without fear and come what mney, Mr. 
Speaker, I look forward for every member of this Honourable House, 
members of the public, members of groups who are peace loving citizens 
of Dominica to come out now and to assist the police in bringing tack 
the peace and harmony in Dominica, for, Mr. Speaker, it is now or 
never, I thank you. 


44 journment 


Speaker: This House will adjourn till 2.30p.m. this day. 


Resumption 
(House resumed at 2.45 p.m.) 


Hon. HE. Charles; JI rise in support of this Bill. I. do so relustant-— 
ly. » It.is regrettable thet the day should have arrived when we 
ourselves must take away one. of our human rights enshrined in our 
Constitution. But this is almost beyond our control. Because in 
this bill, there is no doubt, an erosion of the fundamental freedon 

of association especially in the wording as it stands, but I expect 

it will not be passed in exactly that wording, However, it becomes 
necessary’, Mr. Speaker, because a greater majority of people's 
freedom is being eroded and that is the freedom fron fear. There 
id,no doubt that in the past few months the community has lived 

under a reign of ferr, even our Police Force for whom I have the 
greatest respect have also been afraid, It is obvious that they 
have not been eble to do their work as well as they would like to. 
First, beceuse they probably feel that they have not sufficient numbers 
against Mumbers thet they are confronted. with and certainly because 

it doesn't seem to be known how well armed those numbers are, Bus 
there have been many losses of firearms in our community in the past 
year, we are all aware of that and it is the possession of such firearms 
and. the way in which they are being used which perhaps make us so 
fearful, But though this legislation will be missed today, because 

I am sure that there will be no voice against it, it must be watched 
carefully. We must not allow it to stand on our Statute Books, one > 
day more than is necessary. We must realise that it must be removed 
38 Soon as the necessity for it has vanished; may that be at a very 
,carly date, Mr, Syeaker, But to fully understand the reason for our. 
wenting this legislation, ve must, of course, look at the entire. 
background. I know thet the Premicr said this morning that unemploy- 
ment is not the cause, { say it is not the only causc, there are 
other reasons for this reign of terror that has orison among uss And 
I will confine myself, unlike the Premier, to the society which is . 
named in this bill, that of tie Dreads. I do not intend to speak 

of any others since they are not before me, but I hope the opportunity 
will be given me in the future, if other socictics are to be outlawed 
thet I should have the right to speak on it or other persons stand— — 
ing in my place should hafe the right to speak on it, | 


‘ 
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Mr, Speaker, there are-scveral categories of Dretds, ‘There 
are the Dreads which arise because of unemployment, they are the 
persons who necessarily wee: jnst wander awny rcross ond join the most 
flamboyant society going because they have nothing else todo, they 
become part of this socicty. There are also tho Dresds by frustr-tion, 
people who are fed up because they cannot see any future, they cannot 
Sec anything happening; they cannot see anything going forward. And 
in fact by becoming 2 momber of such a society and by continuing and 
assisting others in their society to bring fear into this is and, they 
ere preventing, in fact, any development that which itsolf makes 
them frustrated, Theu there are the Droeds vho arise by neglect of 
fomily life, parents who do not look after their children, who do 
not maintain their children, but Zerve them to the strcets to room, 
There are these Dreads who arise from thot. And thero are the Dreads 
who have goo] femily life, who are looked after by their parents, who 
ore caution ld deily by their perenic, but whe because of the adherence to 
bad companions join the society. Then there ore the Dreads who sre in 
fact criminals, vho pre in frct disguising themselves as Dreads for _ 
the purpose of perpetrating the crime thet they would in fect arry 
out whether they vere dressed in thet guise or not, They are the 
criminals who like to comait the act of Jarccny, whoo like to take 
away from the little neasants what he has grown in his gerden who 
also like to take piri in acts of vielence, who in fact even commit 
the crime of murder, Tuese are versous who arc in fact criminals 
end are using the scciety of Dreads for the purpose of milking themselves 
hidden, Then there are the Dreads who arise from the misuse of 
drugs My, Specker, they can be no doubt that the over indulgence 
in drugs that we have seer in the last four years in this island 
has caused grevtly the driftin- away from law and order, have caused 
the people who partake cf this $a become irresponsible, and therefore 
become part of that society. And then of course there is the last 
category, those who have beco.e Dreads through being brain-washed, 
and there is a clese tie betircen these and those who arc dreads through 
drugs, because the brain washers often keep them that way, by in 
fact feeding them with the drugs which dcbiiitates thom and prevent 
them from resily becoming proper citizens, 


And Mr, Speaker, you mist forgive mc, if on the point of brain~ 
weshing, IJ refer te the wart played by the Labour party in the days 
when they had in fact, brainwashed the population, Iwas very giad 
to hear this morning the premier refer to the word 'Bourgeoisc! as 
uscd by the Dreads in an unpleasant way in referring to people, but 
let us never forget that the word 'bourgeoise'!, the words ‘gros bourg! 
and 'petit bourgs the words "masse day dont certainly are the creation 
of the Lahovr Party. It is not so long ago when the ‘Educator carried 
soveral articles under the siganture cf 'Bustace Frencis! referring 
to 'gros bourg! and ‘petit bourg!' and tmasna day done', Mr, Specker, 
these things have been done. I em sure they arc things of the past, 
but let us not, in concerning ourselves on how to cure ovrselves of 
the problem, let us not forget ‘he begiminges of the problem, And- 
until the members of the labour Perty cry 'mes Culpa, men maxima 
culpat, I will never believe that they in fact really want to stemp 
out the things we have seen todsy, Ve have had as a result of sone 
of this brainwashing, direct results of persons being stoned at Fond 
Cole who were in opposition to the present Premiers, we have sad the 
direct result of speeches «t Lagon engineered against certain persons 
who were running for dlectionu, spo-cl.s which veterred tu the estates 
~ grapefruit estates — of certain members. I renenber quite clearly 
the words ~ 'this man has grape.ruits, bis, ones falling on little ones, 
and little ones making Little ones, the people should have 
those graperruits,' Mr. Speaker, it was not a member of the movement 
for a new Dominica who used those words. it was a membor who now 
sits in this House. As 4 result, of course, the people heard the ory 
and they have made the grapefruit fields their om, bus XY presume 
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it has gone further, as a result, and the real big brain washers, 
refereed to this morning by the Premier have uscd this ground already 
softened and ready for absorption of these things, and you find 
therefore that certain persons can prepare papers for Seminars and 
can state that they must leazn themselves, they must educate themselves 
to understand the areas, wider,;tand the villagers! need, understand the 
productivity of the estates in the area, These have just arisen 

out of statements made untor una ve ly by the Labour Party in their 

campa igi 2 


If we are sincere about wishing to wipe out the scourge we have 
among us, we must remember that when we are electioneering, the 
country comes first before the Yote and before the party. If we 
continue going round talking about ‘gros bourg' and tpetit bourg', 
‘bourgeoise’ and 'massa day done:, then it is obvious that we have 
not yet decided to coms to gris with the problem and to cure the 
problem for good and for all, Because Mr. Speaker, this legislation 
will not cure the problem, it will halt the evil, it will permit 
the police to really tske stringent steps to bring in the culprit, but 
that does not cure the pycblem, We have to loos much further, 
Having found out the background that has given rise to these things, 
we hove to look mvsch vJ»rther., 


We have to remember thet when the St. Mary yigicademy people 
erupted, they were not shown the door, they were / cold that this is 
a matter for your schools, you must ie. at your school. 
No, they were not, they were receives, when in fact the members of 
the Opposition are never reer ived. T am talking of the past, Mr. 
gpeaker, and under » ney reeime, things have changed , but when the 
members of the Opposition reauested time and time cgain an interview 
with the past premier, they were never received, but the St. Mary's 
Academy rebels were received and the sv. Mary's Aendemy rebels were 
Gold that Christ was not told how +o wear his heir, why should they 
teil you that you must cut your hair, We hove come full cirele now, 
and we reanise that all of these patterns must be chenged if we 
want to save this country. Put we wust remcemper the oer so that 
we can do better in the future, . 


Wr, Speaker, then ve must tal about the break down of respect for 

law and order inthe Church, end we will enotibes that it vas the 

past Premier, My, Edward LeBlanc, who said of the people who worked 
so hard in the Church and who have worked so hard to discipline 

he children whom they teach oe their Church schools, it was he | 
who called them 'blood suclers'. We must not forget that. We must 
eradicate thoce thiness if we arc to succeed in bringing our country 
back to an even kee], We must not forget either the LeBlanc's. 
party adherents who during the last Blection strung up dirty shoes 
around the Bishop's Palace and tried to insult him and tried te show 
the people of the aree, an area that requires much more uplifting 
than anything else how to undermine the infJuence of the Church, 

They were the membert, and of these party members were the present 
Premier, end the Ex-Minister of Finance, at that time they were 
buddies, who took such strong part agsinst the Bishop. 


Then we mustn't forget also the breskdown us regards the Courts. 
We had Mr. LeBienc saying in this House, when he spoke about the 
National Dress, at that time it was reqwaced that the Courts should 
be allowed to fashion their @i™ tye *ecause they were a responsible 
body, (In fect subsecuentiy this wes provided for in the legislation. ) 
Wie have this said by Mr. LeBlanc, "Why should I let any foreign 
little boy.come here and tell me what to do in my court; I am the 
highest court in the lend." TM. Spenker, these things were heard 
and they wore applauded not only by persons in the gallery but by 
high members of the Civil Service. ‘Aad therofore I am not surprised 
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to hear todry from Mr Premie#, and I presume he hes proper authority 
for sayin. so, that not only the senior officiels in the Civil Ser- 
vice, but Heads of Department belong to this Dread Society that 

we are goings to outlaw today. Mr. Speaker, one of our voung people 
may face the gallows but I think some time the gallows misht be 
prepared for other people who began this business, and who have left 
us without explanation in the plight in which we find ourselves and 
which we do not know how to overcome, 


Mr. Speaker, quite apart from looking at the iwst to find out where 
we have come from, we must look to the future, We must plan for 
the future. We must not merel¥Y outiaw thinss, The 'Donttst are 
not the important things of 1ilé, the'Do's' are the important things 
of life. And’ so there are several heads under which ve must consider 
how we must act. There is no doubt that an Educational campaign 

is required, But before you can begin it, you mist clean-sweep, 

you must get rid of the peonle who in fact are not educating our 
people but are brainwashing them, How you do it anddo it properly 
is something I am quite happy to be consulted on, because I think 

the young minds of people are far the mat iuportant things in our 
life and if we are going to permit them to be warped and twisted, 
then we have failed in our duty to our community. VWinen I say Hducas 


tional, I go as far as University, and it is for us, (even though 
we cannot afford to pay our contribution) we have a right still to 
see that guide~lines are laid down, It is not enough to whisper behind 
our hands in corridors nor is it sufficient for us to mect in the 
Cocktail party and pass on the gossip of who said what and who is 
saying what in the school. We must lay down guide~lines, in advance, 
a what we want our teachers to do and how we went them to do it. 

here is no point complaining sfterwerds, if we haven't stated what 
our needs are, and how they must be carried out, And therefore I 
think an educational campaign first to clean out the ones that are 

of no use as teechers and also to pegin an active breinveshing in a 
good way of the young people is of vital importance, 


Now, Mr, Speaker, one might adopt some of the idess of the 
Netropolitan countries and heve a compulsory national service for 
young people, not the army, not merching and toting guns, they are 
toting enough guns already, they know more about furs than I do, Mr, 
Specker, perhaps not you, but they know more about suns than I do, 
and obviously, Me. Speaker, this is not what uc want. We want a 
young army of people working for the community, It has been developed 
recently in England, this persons who are convicted, especially 
young people, that these people are put to work for the commnity, not 
gaoled for the purpose of ecating/community's bread, but put todo 
actual work to build the community, And Mr. Speaker, need I say 
that there are so many things to be done that we haven't got the 
money for, that we should use these people who are in fact anti~sociul 
and make them social. And I think that out of this service we 
should have an Employment Agency to be operated, so that when they 
have been cured of these illnesses which they suffer from they can 


perhaps be found steady employment 


There is of course the need for rapid injection of capital in 
this commmity, but there arc lots of things that have to be done 
first before we can get people to want to put capital in our community 
at the stage at which we are, This is something necessary, because 
although I say that employmen” is not the only reason, and in fact 
is not the main reascn, for the formation of these Dreads, there 
can be no doubt that with proper employment, catchins the people 
early, after you have prevented them being spoilt st school, you 
may be able to train them to have a pride of achievement. Some thing 
which we have lost in Dominica. In fact, it is almost wrong in 
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Dominica now to talk of avhievement or to talk of pride in 
having achieved. And this is something which ve must build back 
in our community or there is no point in passing the laws we are 
passing today. Until people realise that they must be proud of having 
achieved, not only because of the menetary gain but because they 
have achieved. Until that is dome, I can see no point in having 
the 'Don'ts', because the ‘Do's' are necessary. 


Then Mr. Speaker, a stern censorship of films is essential. I 
heard the Premier speak this morning, and I was glad to see that he 
is so conversant with the Dread language, and in fact I wrote down 
his little weabulary, so I could know it myself when IT hear it, i 
myself having not got close cnough to them to have learnt it. sut 
it is obvious that a lot of these things have come froma films which 
are being recently shown and I think there must be a ster censorship 
of films. Recently 1 beinreve we passed an Act in which we added 
Censors to our Censorship Beard, weli let them do their work. And 
if it is necessary not to have films every night of the week, let us 
not have it but have good films that people can learn something from 
and not just deteriorate in wind as a result of these films, 


“ Now Mr. Sperker, although JI have given some of the pointers, J 
am no expert, nor are we her? experts, and I think we may require | 
somebody who cen guide us who can delve into it to find out some of 
the psychological and sociel regsons for these things happening. 
These are ones I heve considered myself, but I am sure thet there 
are more things underneath which I am not able to talk about and I 
think we must look for the expertise to assist us. We have heard 
the Premier speak about fighting fire with fire, we know that the 
information, the mate:ian] for the breinwashin; is coming from overseas, 
let us get something good from overseas to fight that with too. And 
TI an sure you will find thet there are several bodies prepared to 
assist in this. 


And then, Mr. Speaker, there must be a reel effort to stamp 
out Narcotics, Tf the low is badjJy framed, let us do soucthing 
about it. If the law requires tightening up jct us do something 
about it. If we require more policemen who are goat-like mountain 
climbers, let us gct them, so that they can find the plouces where 
the narcotics are grown, and they can destroy them becuuse this is 
sonuething which is really ovil in our community. Until wo can 
stamp this out we will not be able entirely to use this Bill with 
authority - 


And then, Mr. Speaker, wo want tightening of the security at 
the Gaol. We have here in the Bill, something which I am not going 
+o fight, that persons, showld not have bail, but ik. Speaker, where 
arc we going to put these two hundred, these four hundred, these six 
hundred when we pick them up? Where are we going to put them? At 
the gaol which is like a football field, everybody walls in and out 
as they like? Even in the Police Station here there is not enough 
room, or do we move out the Police to board clsewhere and use the 
whole Police Stetion as a place for suspects who have not been grented 
bail? Mr. Speaker, this is of vital importence and it is one un- 
fortunately which cannot be attended to overnight because it requires 
fund ond it requires yeople to do something about it. But something 
must be done about it. 


And Mr, Speaker, I em touching on a sensitive point and T have 
ucentioned this once or twice before in passing. We require a -legal 
officer who is whole time working in applying the Jaw. ft the 
moment we have not sot it. We heve a legal officer who is too busy 
looking after raising funds for this impowycrished island. May be 
ho is the test beggar we have, lct us us him for begging, but let 


us got somebody elsc tho can sit down with the police and really do 
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this work. We want somebody attached to the police force now, who 
can interpret the Act and decide what charges should come out of then, 
because although the Police are very able they are not » legally 
trained, although they have some legal training - those who have gone 
abroad «they are not completely legally trained. And though [I 

am going to support this Bill, I wish to say that many of the things 
in it could have been corrected by using the laws alreadyin our 
Statute Book, but it requires somebody whose whole time duty is to sit 
down, when information comes in, you don't have to look for him, he 
is right there with an office in the Police Station, and he says 

this is the charge, lay it before the Magistrate, let's get him out 
tomorrow, let's get him ‘tied tomorrow, So we want a legal offficer 
whole time occupied in applying the law. When I heard the premier — 
Speak this morning I realised that there are several of the matters 
he referred to that could be brought under criminal conspiracy, but 
are you asking the Police who do not get such information often to 
draft these charges? I think no, you must give the Police assistance 
by having a legal officer who is sening to it that the law is applied, 
There is no point in our sitting here once a month for a whole day 
and passing laws if the laws are not applied, And this is what is 
happening now, We have laws on our Statute Books it wasn't so 

long ago, that we possed a racial Act, nota Single charge has been 
jaid under this yet, not a single conviction under this yet, so 
therefore we didn't require the Act. What we require is the applica~ 
tion of the law that already stands on our Statute Books, 


And then Mr, Speeker, ag in referring to the Premier saying, 

that we must fight fire with fire I agree entirely, and since he 
nows that the persons who are at the back of the. Dreads are etting outside aid 
cee ass Oa “to°TiBit these things. Let us fight outside aia eee 

outside aid, Let us face it, again with all respect to the Police, 

they are not strongest in the Detootive work. Let us get expert 
detectives, let us get them to arrest these men who are meeting and 
conspiring against the country. Let us get them Icet us find 

people who can detect these crimes that are being committed. Because 

I don't only want the overt crime charged and convicted, I want 
the crimes which we don't see, but which are reclly cousing this 
upheaval, So let us gét outside aid and let us fight outside aid 
with outside aid, 


Now Mr. Speaker, there are several matters in this Bill which 
i am worried about and which are best taken in Committee stage, But 
I am particularly concerned, and I am sure the other side will see’ 
with me, that this Bill is making provision for the suppression of 
societies established for unlawful purposes, But in the definition 
clause of "association" it says, "means any group or body of persons © 
Sharing common beliefs, practices and idzology, who unite either 
temporarily or permanently to achieve a common object." Mr. Specker, 
this applies to. the Labour Party, it applies to the Freedom Party, - : 
it applies to WAWU, it applies to DAWU, it applies to. DTU, it applics 
to cvery professional organisation in this islend and therefore I ; 
am sure if we only put in the word "unlawful" between "common" and 
"objective" we will have gained what we really are here to gain today. . 
Because nowhere in this Bill is the objective being considered lawful - 
and IT would like to make sure that if somebody of the Freedom Party. 
goes heywire and Shoots at a »oliceman, that you don't outlaw the _ 
Freedom Party. I am quite sure, Mr. Speaker, you would like to do. - 
this, but I am sure the rest. of the Howse would not like to do this, 
(laughter) “Yo, Mr, Speaker, I am asking that we protect our other 
associations who in fact have no .>lawful ideas in their mind and 
let us make sure that ¢hey are not outlawed by wire accident, I. 
notice, of course, that clause 3 subclause (2) has provided for 


eT oton 
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fa tigi sekendes wee ca 


Forresters, end,0dd Fellows, I cen well understand, why, the Premier 
is so keen’on this. Likewise I suite agree with it put 1 would: 


like to see that my Bar Association is exempted also. 


And, Mp, Speaker, apart from this and apart from the other | 
things which I am going to bring in, there is one other point which I 
must bring in at this stage. You know that I am always complaining ~ 
that Ministers have too much power vnder new legislation, but trom 
all I have said about this legislation, you will agree that I must 
find fault with clause 15, ~L dcen't want the Minister to make . 
regulations » Who 01 15 galns yobe,the Minister of Home Affairs? —— 
Oh, you, the Premier, goot! However T still don't want the Minister. 
You may be throw cut, Mr. Premier, and perhaps the Minister’ of Home ~ 
Affairs will become the Premier of the country» (laughter) And I 
would not like that the Minister should have that control. As I 
said, this is en infringement almost of our Constitution; it is a 
necessary step ana I am all for it, But LT want it to be curtailed 
T want to Prevent any further infringement . And since we are meeting 
regularly every month, and since we call the meetings of the House 
at six days notice, in fact you could call'it at twenty-four hours! 
notice, (emergency meeting), let us meet and let the House itself 
decide these things, let us not leave it to a Minister to pass 
orders which nobody knows ebout until they are laid on the Table two 
or three months later ca, | | | re 


Wo, Mr. Speaker, this time I aa afraid I must object to that 
clause altogether (clause {0}. 1 noticc that this legislation 
outlaws already ine Dreads ,it dces not give them any right of appeal 
the way it is worded, i doiu.tt know if you wish to give them a right > 
of appeal, but you haven't g.ver them tae right of appeal which is =< . 
given in the other cases. Also in clause 10, the Minister may desig— 
nate any society. Mr, Speaker, it is true that this is subject to a’ 
negative resolusion but I woulda prefer that the House meet and outlaw 9 
on its own any association, Let us do it ourselves, We are in — 
fact infringing cur own rights. Let us ourselves take the steps, 

Jet us not leave it co a Minister, capable or not capable, though he | 
may be. ‘Thank you Mr. Spoeker. | oo —. 


Hon, Member fox Acteau South Eiectoral District, Ir, R,O.P, Armour: 


m. tarmt Ae Daas TT 


Mr, Speaker, I rise to give my support to this bill. (interruption) 


Speaker: If I may just mention one thing to Miss Charles, What 
if the need arises for there to ba a society to be declar unidawful 
and the House is dissolved? Only the Privy Councillors/ he Ministers — 
have legislative pove.c- oe 2 than ag -@n° sf So. 
Hon. M.B. Charles: Well, let us make it an exceptional circumstance _ 
and, let ug:aecept if as this , b-s not generally please, not the. — 


Minister having all this control. Otherwise it obviates everything. _ 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour; le. Speaker, as I was saying I rise to give 

my support +o this bill. Fut having said so, it is. obvious that 

in the course of the Committee stage, there should be amendments 
which I think. {¢ ‘ril2 incicate in the course of this speech. But, — 
Mr, Speaker, as I observed during the course of this morning's presen~ | 
tation by the Premier, a presentation which was brilliant in accordance 
with his usval standard and his type of oratory, I will say that 
obviously the remarks which [ am making now would apply. equally tO 

the bill:before us ~ The Prohibited and Unlawful Societies and Associa- 
tion Act, as to the Abolition of Corporal Punishment (Amendment). Act, oe 
1974 because Mr. Speaker, although the second bill will be considered 
Jater it is obviously two bills in one bundle. One designates a . 
society which we are dealing with now and the other re~introduces — 
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corporal punishment, oddly énough in a bill which is’entitled ‘the 
“abolition of corporal punishment (Amendment) Act." It re-introduces 
corporal punishment, obviously for the major objective of. getting. 

' at the type of act which the society is now. treme on and which 
have been the basic tactics of the Dreads. ~~ Hr. Speaker, in rising 
“to defend this I sey that we have to look at the problem in various 
Segments end I am thankful to the Honourable Third Nominated Member 
for having pointed cul chat we will not have solved the problem 
today because, Nr, Ypcektr, when you cut off ¢hoix hair, it. just. 
means that you will’ not see them and. T don't believe we will ¢lose 
our eyes and the problem will dicappeay. Mr. Speaker, as I say 
Lris e to support this bill and f think from the physical point of 
view, the bill will achieve the short term .objectives: of the. society 
and of the government. I say from the physical: point of. view be- 
cause [ think that the very heavy compalsory prison terms which are 
indicated uncer this bil, will do much to seperate the sheep from 
the goats, . I think i4 sill do much to drive off those youngsters 
who perhaps have gone out looking for kicks and perhaps who if they 
are not stopped now will later get into the habit and the pattem 

of violence and provocation and become confirmed addicts.‘to, that 
sub-culture which the Premier referred to, So I Thime.* it will 
have one immediate effect of cutting out ‘the jokers from the crowd, 
Similarly, I think the powers of summary arrest are very important 
because one of the trenendous frustrations of a policeman. is’ to.see 
a crime being committed and he is told that he has to ro back to 
Police Headquarters, go dcim to New Town, try to locate where a Magis-— 
trate is, he may be bathing in the river, and get him to put his 
signature to a warrant to coue back to Queen Mary Strect to arrest 
somebody. - I think it is abs ord, it is a joke and it was long over-— 
due when we,as a scciety, realise that crimes are being committed, or 
a crime of this nature is being committed, all of a sudden and some-— 
body has moved, and the powers of summary arrest are important, As 
I say the heavy BONGENCES 5.5 6 a.5 wan e's 


“ 


(change of tape) 


Yes Mr. Speaker, as i was a0ying beZore being interrupted, ‘LT think 
it is extremely important thst certain modificdtions ame made, * 

Clause 6 (2) reads as follows:~ "A member ‘of an unlowful association 
arrested under the provisions of the preceding sectim shall be 

brought before & magistrate at the first possible opportunity." Mr. 
Specker, we know that lsw is something which can be stretched out 
infinitely and I think it would be perhaps important if this House 
considered putting the words ‘within three days', so even if a mon 

is arrested on a Saturczay he could be brought before a Magistrate over 

a week end, or the first possible opportunity. It is all right to 
arrest him without warrant, it is all right to say he is going to 

have a heavy sentence if they convict him, but I think in the purgpann > 
of some of the basic objectives of justice that there must be some 

time put.to when a man should be brought before 2 Magistrate because 

we must. Always bear in mind that he could be arrested and he could 

be innocent. _ Mr. Speaker, I believe that the. whole society agrees 

that the re~introductioa of flogging is important, but Mr. Speaker 

I think there has been much confusion in the way the bill ‘Abolition 

-of Corporal Punishment (Amendment)' was drafted. We have re-introduced 
flogging for the sh, bing of a policeman, but we have not in fact 


_ ve-introduced it for Gawin. and wounding of a policeman. “When we 


come to the paragraph dealing with the visitor we have said only. 
the shooting of a visitor, sv, although the Honourable Premier, in 
his emotional sts, made vefcrence to the instance where somebody 
was almost hacked to death, none of these asts, as drafted would 
have made provision for the flogging of those persons who committed 
the crime because he did not shoot the pedple, he out ‘them and - the 


-. game section which specifically says that "for wounding, maiming or 


shooting a member of the Roval Dominica Police Roree" says. only 
in the case of residents, for shooting residents. 


Hone Premier: Mr. Speaker, I would like to:know on which ‘bill the 
honourable member is speaking? Whether he is speaking on the Aboli- 
tion of Corporal Punishment (Amendment) Act or the Prohibited and 
‘Unlawful Societies and Agsociations Act? Surely he cannot be speak 
ing on two bills at the sfme time, | 7 


Speaker: The speaker did indicate that it would be necessary in 
order that his argument be tangible to make reference to the "Abolition 
of Corporal Punishment (Amendment) Act. 


‘Hon, Premier: Then when the House will be debating the Abolition 
of Corporal Punishment (Amendment) Act, he would not be able to 
speak a second time, . : 


Sreaker; Iwouldn't say thet. What he is in fact doing he is 
inter-releting the proposed legisletion for relative sense. . 


Hon, B,0.P. Armour: Mr. Sperker, I thought that the Premier said 
this morning ‘fire with fire, blade with blade, lash with lash'. 
We are talking of the package. | 


Speaker: I have been looking at it from the point of view that he 
could in fact be referring to a newspaper article to support his 
arguments; in this sense IJ regard the bill. 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: Mr. Speaker, I know it is difficult to burden 
the Honourable Premier's mind with too much at one time. 


Speaker: You see he is talking on policy, and I camot really restrict 
policy. . 


Won. Premier: According to his saying 'Go on ox'. 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour; Are you calling the Speaker an Ox? (Aside: 
Hon. Premier: You.) Oh! Mr. Speaker, I will try to ease the posi- 
tion. But Mr. Speaker, as I was saying, we will have to go into 
‘details in these bills, because we would all like to see these bills 
work in a proper manner, We have, Mr. Speaker, under clause 7 of 
the prohibited and Unlawful Societies and Associations Act, the 
question of harbouring or encouraging people who are members of the 
Dreads. Now, Mr. Speaker, we must be very careful because there 
-are certain offences created in clauses 7 and 8 of this bill, 
Clause’ 8 for instance says, "It shall be an offence against this 

Act to harbour or conceal any member of an unlawful society wanted 
by any member of the police force or. to encourage, support, conspire 
with, aid and abet any unlawful society or association or any member 
thereof in the futherance of its objectives or in the infringement 
of this law or any regulationd made thereunder," — Mr. . Speaker, I 
can envisage that one,. they, call them, ‘Dread It or whatever it is, 
running seebyt ae fe weno t the father and mother being arrested 
' for harbouring such a man and being guilty of an offence, and the 
offence under this Bill which is stated at Clause 15 (3) reads, — 
“WA person guilty of an offence against this Act for which no penalty 
is prescribed, shall be given the sentences set out in subsection 
(1) of this sectionand that is 9 months compulsory imprisonment, in 
case of a first conviction. a ee ee ? 


Speaker; 18 months. 
Hone R.O.P, Armour; Oh, it is a misprint, 18 months, Then my 


argument is ewen more forceful, A person would be sent in compulsori~ 
iy for 18 months, even though he was not a menber of the Dread, We 
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mst be careful how this bill is being operated. Yc, speaker, I 
know that wo all condemn the Dreads and we feel that harsh legislation 
is necessary, but I think im a11 principles of justice, because T 
find here, not only in my legalmpacity, but as a representative of 
people in Dominica, people who are not only ‘old but young, people 

who are. living in, the society and people who in many circumstances 
havo chariged theit Jur life, of being a little bit radical, perhaps 
‘they assemble on the street corners now, but in three or four years 
time they have changed, and although we want to sce yery heavy: laws to 
eradicate the socicty called the Dreads wo must give some diserction 
in offences. Mp, Speaker, I am ,talking of the things sct out in 

- glatisc 5 ~ "Any member of an unlawful association who appears in 
public wearing any uniform, badge, dress or other distinguishing 
mork or feature shall be snilty of an offence, and shall be arrested 
without warrant by any member of the police vorce." Now automatically, 
an offence as designated in this law will be 18 months imprisonment. 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to make an illustration because it is only by 
 iliustrating something th:t you can sec whether there is inherent 
justice, or something which may be so serious that as one lawyer 

has said convictions will not be obtained. Because make no mistake, 
if in fact someone is brought before the Court and it appears toa 

. Wegistrate that the sentence is so harsh that it is out of all pro- 
portion, he will twist the law to ensure that the person is not 
convicted, and istead of the police getting in o man who deserves 

the three or ‘six months, you will find that. he goes off scotfree,. 
This has happened on severe] occasions when the Magistrate hes bent 
over not to convict somebody because the law was too harsh. - And 

I am saying. this, a young men of 17 decides he is going Dread, he 

has not as yet beaten up anybody, he has not as yet stolen, he has 
not as yet cursed anybody, he is still hesitant, but in fact one day 
he is anxious to grow his hair long and comes in public and you 

hold him, he may be a G.C.B, level or he may be from Primary school, 
He goes before a magistrate, the magistrate has no alternative but 

to send him/for 18 months inthe first instance and first offence, 

Mr. Speaker, if we want to get away with the Dreads let us do it, but 
let us not go become barbaric, let us not have such official babarism, 
that in fact we put a lid on a powder keg, Let us not believe that 
we are riding on such a crest of popularity by passing these Dread 
laws, but in fact we can stop there and not look to all the other 
problems which need solution to eradicate the Dread probicn. And so 
T-hope in Committee we. will look at these things and find whether in 
fact on a first offence, something docs not happen. : 


lic. Speaker, I talked of firearms and ammunition. One of the 
principal problems of the Police is the fact that there are so many 
firearms out. In neither of these bills, not in the one we are 
considering the "prohibited ond Unlawful Socictics and Associations fAgt" 
nox in the "Abolition of Corporal Punishment" can you get this sentences 
the sentence has not been put for the unlawful provision of fircarms. 
-T would have thought that one of the tightening Wt this law, if we 
have to introduce the cat for wounding, maiming’ policemen and for 


*.. shooting residents, and for cutting up a piece of dashecn, what about 


people who have unlicensed firearms and who keep them there and who 
can kill. (interruption) 


Speaker: The Chair has been given notice that various amendments will 
be forthcoming and will cover the points which you are moking. 


Hon, R.O.P. Armour: Various emendments will includ: these. Thank 
you, Mr. Speeker, if there are various emendmonts well that will 
take care of thesc, So in other words there arc’ places under which 





they could be sentenced. You say the cat for the rape of a girl 
of 12, but what about multiple 722 of a ee of 15? Well all these 
things must be done ¢ 


Speaker: — That is also Preece. there will be an amendment. 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: You sce, Mire Speaker, I ccetabis wos thinking 
in advance. to assist the Government. So, Mr, Speaker, - rising 
to support this bill, we say that we must not fo .overboar , Ye. 
mast not. allow ourselves tobe. complimented for ee the | 
Dread solution and at the same time abroad to be held by the Interna- 
tional Society to be going over with all the elementcry principles 
of justice. And I think we must be extremely careful. i know . 
that this low was hurriedly done, I know that it was done at. 
emotional level and I kmow it was done to take advantage of a political 
_ tide which seems free to take 2 man upverd ond outward but in fact we, 
ho do not believe that politics is everything in life, think that we 
must be careful exactly when we go through vith this logislation. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to stop there, and I will -be stopping 
there except to conclude, We have talked of the physical threat 
which I believe has been met. We also think of the moral and social 
principle involved and in this I ‘rould like to join with the Third 
Nominated Member, Miss Bugenia Charles, who said that in fact if 
wo can see our wey at an early time to eget this off the Statute 
Books we mist do it and we hope thet the sovernment will look at it 
at such a time. Mr, Spe-ker, when you go back to the cat, you go 
back to the deys of slavery, to the deys of colonial oppression. 
You go back to the deys, 50 yeers ogo, when people did not think 
of corrective punishment ; ~ peeause when you scar a man physically 
you lessen his chance of coming back into the society. 4nd so we 
must be extremely careful that if this Bill is necess sary now, it must 
aa remain as something which is a more than farcical thing for an 
cnergent Dominica, 


. The solution, Mr. Speaker, is cconomic devolopment.° It is 
quite true the Premier said that there are people who were employed 
and left employment to join the Dreads. It is quite truc, as he 
said, there are prominent people who are very well employed etc. some 
of them being hypocrites. I can remember three days ago, going 
down the street, a very prominent individual, who scemed so very 
nervous in a small car, stopped alongside me and said that we expect 
you to talk on Tucsday, so I looked at him and I smiled. I said 

but surely I expect you to talk first on Monday night at lagon before 

I talk on Tuésday. Somebody who always condemns me, now expects 

me to talk in his favour, when in fact a law is peing framed up to 

flush him out. Mr. Speaker, I have no sympathy with such people, 


Mr. Speaker, the solution is economic deve lopment. This morning 

T asked some Questions, and I was givon some Answers, but Mr. Speaker, 
when we say that there is depression, when the Honourable Premier 
presents 2 Budget which he says has cut back maintenance to the same 
_ level which the last Minister of Pineancw had it last year, when in 
fact we talk of 4 million six hundred and forty thousend dollars to 

be spent on Censdian Aid ~ St Joseph School, 1,6 million - and he 

tells me thet nothing is done, Aid to Banana Industry, Poultry Process~ 
ing, Weter Supplies. no one can indicate, - When he talks of the 


schools which heve to be built in 1974 - Morne Jaune School ~ $700,000. 
extension Wesley School, extension Portsmouth Primary, nothing has 


been done. « What is the use of making Budget. What is the use of 

“saying that you are going to provide cuployment, if our minimuf 
promises, with all tho brilliant oratory at our command is not 
achieved at all. 


AS 


Mr, Speaker, I rise to support this bill and I look forward to 
the day when we can bring new brains to bring new solution so that 
the economic and social development, the community deve lopment, 
the road development, which is needed can be brought about. And 
this can only be brought about when we break down the administrative 
barriers by new ideas which is impossible for captive Ministers té 
do (voice: I agree, 4966~1974 - 8 years, it is only now you know that, } 


Hone A. Moise: Mr. Speaker, it is indeed regretiable that such 

drastic legislation should be introduced in Dominica today. We 
always knew Dominica to te a very, very quiet place where people 

lived in harmony, where people enjoyed all the best of things as 

they could, but one cannot deny the fact that since the Labour Party 
came into power from 1965 there has been a Vast change. Mlir. Speaker, 
it is indeed regrettable as I said that this legislation has to be 
introduced, but I have to support it. Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to ask a few questions, I am not expecting the Minister concerned 

to answer those questions, but I look upon them as pertinent questions. 
I must say I was happy to hear from the Honourable Premier this 
morning, that he knows almost every Dread in this country. I do not 
know one Dread, and that is why I would like to ask those questions 
because I would like to know how to identify them so that I may 

know them when I see them as I am prepared to support the bill? TI am 
prepared to give my co-operation to the Police by reporting the michief 
done by any of those Dreads. I understand from the Honourable 
Premier that there are two hundred of them, Mr. Speeker, I will now 

ask the questions and if the Premier wishes to answer them, he may, 
and if he does not, it makes uo difference. First of all I would 
like to know the identification of a Dread because I do not know who is 
Dread or who is Dread-not. (laughter) Mr. Speeker, the second 
question is how long have the Dreads been in existence in this State? 
The third question is where they originated from? (Aside: Hon. Premier: 
Outside Dominica, ) You went to answer, I can give you time if you 
want to answer the questions. The fourth guestion is have the 

Dreads a parent~body im the State? or do they associate or affiliate 
with any other association in the State? Well, I got the answer ‘Yes 
from you already, lr. Sroaker, the fifth question is what if a 
non-member of the Dread commits a similar offence as mentioned in the 
bill will he receive the same punishment as that stipulated in the 
bill? I want you to answer this question and by that question I 

mean anybody who is not a dread, any ordinary man, will he receive 

the same punishment? For an ordinary man who is not a member of 

the Dread cen also commit the offence of shooting. There have 

been shooting incidents before, ‘these are the things I want to 

know beforehand, because I want te support the bill arid I want to 

know what I am supporting, lest I might-be condemning myself, Mr. 
Premier, you are not bound to answer me now, but the questions being 
prepared already, I am just putting them before the House, 


Speaker : Mr. Moise, when in this House Ou wish to ask a Question, 

you first ask leave of the Chair as to whether you can put the duestion. 
I merely take it that you ave asking Questions but not really expecting 
tO et answers. 


Hon. A. Moise: No, Nos NO. 1 dontt vant answers, I am just putting 
the questions. If they wish to give me answera it is Quite all 


right but I am not asking for answers. IT said so before, Mr. Speaker. 
(laughter from the gallery) 


Speaker ; Order, 


Hon, A. Moise: Mr. Sperker, the other eues tion is what if the Dreads 
disbanded themselves @fter 45 days and continue their objectives 
loosely what will be the result of this attempt at Government 


Aon 
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protection? For instance, they could disband themsleves. I see 
already some people who were wearing their hair long have cut it. 
Does that mean they have disbanded themselves? J do not know. Por 
right in this House there are Ministers’ and Ex-Ministers — I do not 
know, so you. see these are the things I want to know. To continue 
Mr o . Speaker, will the opposite sex receive the same punishment as men 
aif suspected to be a Dread? All these things I want-to now, There 
might be a little more compassion for the opposite sex, so I would 
like to know whether .they will receive the same punishment? And... 
the last question which I have prepared, Mr. Speaker, is, Has the 
Prison enough cells to accommodate prisoners? And has Government © 
enough money to supoly food? 


Now, My, Speaker, in supporting this Bi11, I do not want to say 
' much since we have the opportunity to make amendments to the bill 
in Committee. I would like now to refer to one or two statements 
which were made by the Honourable Premier this .morning. According 
to his statement, I can see that the Dreads are not really a society 
' or association, but something which gradually assumed this name through 
a prosess. Because according to the Honourable Premier, he said | 
that once they called themselves ‘Black Power', so it means before 
they became Dreads they were once ‘Black Power! , That is what he said 
and J an just repeating it. The Dreads therefore are not an associa- 
tion, but they assumed the uneame through a process, from this to that. 
then referred to the Twavay, which is MND, so it means that once 
they were MND, then the next stage they became Black Power, and the 
third stage the Dreads, so in other words it means thet Bleck Power 
and MND are all Dreads, that is whet is meant according to his statement, 
And, Mr. Speaker, he vent further to say that top civil servants are 
included, Iwill not say no. He did not mention the Policé,, but 
I say some of the Policemen could glso be members of that too. — 
(laughter), Also the Ministers, (laughter) Now you mst not laugh © 
at this, for I am very serious because if we look at one little . 
incident, you will see what I-mean. A policeman does not need someone 
to tell him to report someone for using indecent language, he knows | 
that it is against the lav, A policeman does not need someone to 
tell him to report this man because he has not paid his licence. 
I saw about 44 policemen after me to pay my licence, and T had no | 
money to pay it, and they wanted to devour me. They knew that — 
from 1961 I had been driving in Dominica and had been paying my - 
licence regularly, but this time I had no money, but they gave me 
no chance they reported me because of ity position no doubt, I do 
not know, and I was brought before the law and’ charged. They did 
not want anybody to tell them so, Now, there are certain acts which 
were committed right in Roseau, for it is a very big offence when a 
flag of a nation is burnt in public before Ministers with policemen 
witnessing the incident, because I was there and saw it, and no action 
was taken. They needed no one to tell them to take wet ion against 
those people who did it, but they did not, so therefore t am se aa 
in Saying that ae are among the Dreads too. 


Anyway I am glad today that the Honourable Premier nas wae sob en, 

Because from 1970, we know all the phrases they used. The Premier, — 

Ex-Premier, and Ministers 2s well, they all introduced this thing 

into this country. We have the ex-Minister who was a parrots. wee 
(laughter) Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the statement. They are the : 
ones who started it, but today it has gone beyond their control, and 
they see that they can do no} thing. I can remember when I went up 

to the Morne end I told the Ex—Premier that I would give him ell 

iy assistance and he told me thet it was not required beceuse it.wss . 
a tooth for e tooth and an eye for en eye. And before I could reach 
in town a state of emergency was declered ond I hed seen his. cliques: 
around him (to the rremicr:; You too were fee: ) (leughter) but 
he could not even tell me th-t he was going to declere e« state of 
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emergency right away. So they are the people who rédlly introduced 
all these things, they planted the root snd as a tree.it has grown, 
But it has reached such a height, that they must now use force, I 


am very glad for if we can stop it x now, I will supyort it. But 
if they had stopped it when we wented it stopped, it would not have 
gone so far, I remember too the Four.- Connon: boys, who weve being 


harass sed by the police as they weve doing things to the Visitors, and 
some of the Ministers would say to them don't worry about the policemen 
and when the charges were brought they would put them aside. This — 
is what- has been going on in this country ond thet is why things 
have’ reached that stage. And I am sorry tosay that this present 
Government is the cause and since you are the cause of the present 
state of things we will support you to fight it. But it-is a pity, 
for if you had taken heed in the early stages when the Opposition 
was always Speaking ae: the situation, then there would not have. 
been anything like Dreads in Yominica, or whether there had been 
Dread or Black Powor, or Unde poner o> Yellow Power, I believe 
they would have been living in the same socicty as auree led without 
any fear or any trouble. Thank you, Mp, Speaker, 


Hon, P.A.S. Stevens: He, Speaker, my heart bleeds profusely when 

I listen to the presc ontation of a bill which if government had taken 
cognisant at the time whea a stiteh in time would have saved nine it. 
wuld not be almost too late to mend at present, This mormimg I 
opencd with a few words which I will repeat ~ the presentation. of 
this. bill is the most scricus piece of logic sation ever introduced 

* into this House for.parlianentary debate. The vastaess and the 
Solemity of this particular legislation is more thaa we ean understand 
and are able to apprecinto. This legislstion is not dealing with 
inanimate things. or things so to speak, it is dealing with human 
beings. Professor Harold J. Laski of the London School of Economics 
says - the political stability of e nation lies not in its material 
wealth nor in its minernl resources but in its human potential, _ 
This bill, Mr, Speaker is to affects the lives of the future generation 
of this country. Vaether I may support it, M¥. Speaker, in the 
manner in which it has been presented. I may be the only one to be... 
reluctent in supporting it for the implice tions of this bill. Mr. 
Speaker, has far-reaching effects beyond the horizon. The statements 
made by the Premier this morning using the lew of Moses is not the 
answer to peaceful solution when he esked for peace by the churches. 
(applaibe). It is vegrettabic , Mr. Speaker, Sir, thet the former 
Premier who was. one of the major architects of the situation is not 
here to answer the charges, It is also more regrettable to know 

that the person who preparcd this biil is absent — the Honourable. 
Attorney General, May be he convenicntly absented himself for fear 
of his having to explain ccortain things indicated in this particular 
bill, Me. Speaker, I wouldn't like to go over what the Third Nominated 
Member has said, but I think the Government is to be blamed and I 
will be dealing this afternoon with the causes of the situation 
rather than the implications of the legal matters laid dow in this 
Balke . I am no lawyer. I have never been to the inner Temple, but 

I think “I have a dogrec or logic and understanding eens and — 
applause from the sallery) 


Speaker: If I may maké a further announcement, It would seen that 
we may have to delay the passing of this bill sothat we can secure. 

a House in ‘which we con actually work. I have always said that I. 

an not the type of perso who will entertain any difficulty about, 

doing what I have to do. ‘4 it means that the bill cannot be 

passed today, it simply means that it cannot be passed, but I will 

not tolerate interruptions from members of the public. I will continuc 
when the House is cleared, I repeat, I do not want interference by 
clapping and I tican that no matter what the consequences may be, 
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Hon, P,A.S. Stevens; If I may continue, Mr. Spaker, it is common 
international knowledge that whon any government wants to rule or 
govern by dictatorial principles suppressing public opinion by 
legislation, ymean the Seditious and undesirable Publications Act, when 
in truth and in fect in 1973 a state of emergency wos declared when 
nothing was going on; when the St, Mary's Academy question which was 
referred to cam: up for government hearing and 2 host of other things 
which may have led un to the situation, government hres found itself 
ond hos embarrassed its country in no mean momner ond in a wey in 
which the people cannot enjoy life. All over the world they ore 
concerned about their economic salvation - Ye heve two problems 

social end economic provlems. We should be looking into our economic 
future now, but we have to turn our limited financial resources into 
restoring peace and order in the State, Mn, Speaker, this is a 

very sad story. .I do not imow how members look at it, but in this 
bili there are no provision made for the people who are not carrying 
fireamrms, I don't know how many people saw it. The policé have 
firearms, the Dreads are alleged to have firearms, but the civiliens 
have no firearms, What happens if during the pursuit of police 
duties in tracking down Dreads there is an exchange of fire and then 
somebody innocently is hit, who is going to be charged? I suppose. 
the Attorney General under this Bill. No provision is béing made™-~ 
for compensation for those people. It may go down as accident, 

it m@y : ga down as misadventure, these are things I suppose when we 
get into committee stage we will deal with. As I said before I 

am very sorry that the Attorney General in uot here. (Voice: Han . 
shut up.) You can't tell me to shut up, if this is the conduct of |. 
the Premier, we must have Dreads, (Aside:Hon. 4, Moise: That's it. )and I will 
come back to what Iwa saying, you will not distract me, It is the 
type of tactics used to distract a member when he has government 
under serious blows. I am coming back to the point. No provision 
is made for the people who may be innocently wounded. A man may | 

be in his garden, planting his bananas or looking after his sheep 

or his goats, a couple Dreads may run across and a police may be . 
tracking them down, this is what I mean. The police may fire a 
couple shots in the air and the Dreads may retaliate the man gets 
killed, vhat happens? Vhen I warmed the Gorernment on the 2nd May 
1974 that by driving the Dreads off the corners they will go into the 
hinterlands snd they will improve their guerilla warfare with more 
effectiveness, no notice was taken of that, When in my motion. 

I indicated that too many retired civil servents got jobs, leaving 
too many people quulified without jobs and this was endangering the 
society, my motion was thrown out by this government, + didn't 

even get support from my trorthy Opposition, I knew these sort of 
things would have happened and I go further, ifr. Speaker, I know 

{ may be pulled up here, but a fact is a fect, When a Speaker of 

a House of Assembly, Mr. Speaker, (Aside, Hon. R,O,P, Armour: Hear, 
hear!) has been brought before the House on a censure motion against 
the conduct of the Speaker, you didn't expect not to havéydeteriorating 
society, When parents refuse or fail to take their responsibility 
and go to the schools and curse the teachers when the teachers try 

to carry out proper disciplinary measures, Mir. Speaker, you didn't 
expect not_to have brends from this situation. When some of the porents 
clapped 8S 5 oy for the 8a.m. to 1.00p.m. period of school when they 
could take their children back they didn't know they were leaving 
them at home on their owm, sometise for twe or three hours before’. | 
they came back from work which would give them opportunity to remain 
in idleness, There are many other contributory factors, Mr. Speaker, 
and I coild go:an and on till tomorrow morning but FE do not want to- 
keep the House here too long. All these things, Er. Speaker, have. 
added up to the unfortunate situation of our having to come here to. 
enact. legislation of. such » stringent nature. I foar Me. Speaker, for 


ey 
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the enactacnt of this Logi islation and IJ am wondering whether the words 
used by the Honourable ‘remicr this morning are not tantamount to 
carrying out a situation which may proyoke what he was trying 
to explain - retaliation,’ 


It is very serious, llr. Speaker, and therefore I prefer, I. 
speaker, may be the only one actually, and I must say thet I condem 
the Drends, before IT take my seat, I condemn them:for their actions. 

I am not going to,condone violence, Mr. Spe@ker, but, Mr. Speaker, I 
want it known that I wish that in this lew provision would be made 

that in the same way as you cen errest people or Dreeds on suspicicn 
that people who cerry out nisapproprietion of funds should slso be 
arrested: on suspicion, (Voice; “ear, hear!) who cerry oub’ squander- 
mania of public funds for all these-may have been contributoryfactors 
towards Drecds; Mr. Speaker frustretion has set in. Frustration 


because of a system of administration which lacks decency and decorun, 


Mr. Speaker, ‘Frustration, Mr. Speoker'on all front. I do not say 
that unemployment is the major cause, There are some people who 

are unomployable becauge they are unable to find themselves the 

right type of work. But, Mr. Speaker, I have a solution to the © 
problem for the Dreads, It is no point passing ‘legislation and not 
having alternative solution. The Land Management Authority has _ 

three Estates in Dominica -Melville Fall, Castle Bruce and Newfoundland. 
And I think if Government would make another effort in trying to 

get hold of these fellows, not by force because I foar, Nye, Speaker, 

the Dreads do‘not live all in one particular area, they are riot cut 

off by one politicel division, they are intermingicd inthe socicty 

and therefere, Mr, Speaker, it is very difficult for such legislation 
to. operate, I say that the land which government has, which the 

jand Management Authority sect up is making 2 mess of, I think if they 
were to gct these people together and get them to organise in co-opera~‘ 
tives, make an effort, they would get a solution to tho problems 


In the 1974 Budget whon I wes speaking and I was told to take my 
seat by the Honourable Promicr, Mr. Speaker, if I wore given an 
opportunity, probably we wouldn't have Dreads, because some of the 
things which I was coming; up with, I was prevented from saying them 
in this Honourable House. Iwes trying to suggest, I had not reached 
the point, that an institution be set up for training boys to prevent 
them from becoming dclinguent. Io went furthey on my platform, for 
it is only there I could talk, to st&te that if Government would 


keep back some of the building of the Police Stations end the fortifying 


of their militery resources, Mr. Speeker and going into an institution 
for training boys in the verious fields of oceupation and endeavour 

it would be helping to soothe the position, but I wes prevented from 
speaking here, (interruption) 


Speaker: Mr, Stevens, perhaps you vould like mo to leave the Chair, 
while you continue your spcevch? ane 


Hon. P.A.S. Stevens: I am not saying that you should leave the Chair 
hr ® S peaker ry . ; . , 


Speaker: No, I don't rcally mind you know, 
Hon, PAS. Stevens : lam making points relevant to the causes. 


Speaker : con you bear with me for a moment. You see Rule 44 sub-rule 
(6) says — No member shall impute improper motives to any member of 

the House or indulge in personalities except on a substantive motion 

moved for the purpose.” I am sitting here and being virtually abused 

by you, No one is taking any notice of that, I don't mind being abused 
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but I am not bound to be here, So if you prefer Ican move away. 

from the Chair and let you enjoy yoursclf 8d infinitum, You . 

say that Dreads cxist as a result of certain circumstances in placcs © 
of authority. If a member of the House in -the | House in making 
that obsurvation is actually breaking the rules of the House itsolf 
then I,would scem to think that that is also justification for the 
existence of Dreads. -Anyway lr. Stovens, let us be reasonable. 
Continue your-speech, but just don!t break any rule. *_ . 


Hon, P.A.S. Stevens: 1 didn't want to have to broak any rule, but 
circumstances create situations, My, Speaker, and you sce-I would 

be a hypocrite and I vould not be really speaking Ry mind according to 
the word. pariiamont which means, 'parler' — to speak—- from the French 
origin -and'ment! ~the mind- from the Greek, TI wes just saying that 

had I been given an opvortunity, excuse, moe Mr. Speeker, if I infringe, 
it is just a matter of.informing this House in fact bringing then. 

up, i.e. backdeting, some of the situations. in which I coudd heave 
really contributed and I coundn't, get the chence, © Anywey, I vill 

leave that alone and continve on the question of whet T vas talking 
@out....Nevertheless , lr, Sperker, I see thet sovernment has reached a 
point, where it has to enact legisletion Mr. Sneaker, to curb what 

is going on, but I would be happy, Me. Speaker, thet in the enactment 

of this legislation and-in the national interest of the future. 

citizen of this country and the country itself, Mr. Speaker, thet 

every step taken is cbsolutcly careful. Because, after all, the former 
Premier, Mr. #,0, LeBlanc, ssid at Colihaut in a meeting that he hes 
friends and enemies and I wondcr whether this may not give an opportunity 
to the law enforcement officcrs to operate in a diversified manner, 

I hopo not. So therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is just the cere I 

would like to see taken in respect of implementing this law so as 

to ensure that there is no outbreak of violence resulting in a civil wer. 


Hon. H.L. Christian: '“y, Speaker, Clause 3 of the Objects and Reasons 
of this Bill reads - "It sceks to reseue children and young persons 

from recruitment into unlewful societies or associations," For me this 
is the meat of the Bill. Beeause I am aware and perhaps I am one 

of those persons who heve been speaking out to young people about 

this vory thing. I am aware, Mr, Speaker, that this is happening 

in an alarming proportion in the State and I have never spared myself 
when speaking to groups and schools a11 around the State, to mention 


the fact that we were faced here in Dominica with a monstrous. organisation 


which. has its roots outside of Dominica, even outside of the Caribbcan 
functioning in Dominica and we wore all being taken for a4 ride. I think 
some of the things thgt I might say my have been seid already, but 
this is a’ very serious situction in Dominica today and repetition 
helps to emphasise importcnt issues, I om aware that peachers have 
infiltreted the Secondsry Schools like wolves in sheep s clothing - 
The, Dominica Grammar School, the St. Mary's Academy, the Goodwill | 
School, are three c2scs in point because I have had to make inquiries 
and I have had to teuke certain actions by asking for police protection 
to protect those schools. ind then we would hear gver the,Radio | 
and all about in the Popors that Government is using harsh, means ou, 
young people to make them criminals. We hear about police buutality. 
In a meeting held with the parents of the Goodwill: Junior School, 
I was given 2 mandate so to speak, by a lerge number of people there, 
asking. me that the tine has cone to protect the schools, by, sending | 
policemen to prevent people from outside who were going into the 
school and disrupting the. work of the school, In the goodwil School 
non-descript individuels, I don't know whether they are Dreads or not, 
go into the school and actually disrupt the work of the school and 
abuse the teachers when they are asked to leave., These are 

things that have been happening. T have kept my coleagues aware. 


3 


aL 2 
Hon, H.-L. Christian 





of them. I have spoken time and again over the radio hinting at 
these. occurrencies, 


Mr. Speaker, our young people are really being recruited into 
this nefarious society called the Dreads, that's a fact, people 
have rung me at my home, day and night. T am flooded with reports 
éverywhere I turn in Roseau, that it is time for the Government to 


‘bring in some drastic legislation. That's what the people Say; 


that's how they feel, How drastic this legislation should be is 
another matter. It is not for me to say. But I think the whole 

of Dominica is behind government inrespect of putting a stop to | 

the incidents that are racial, anti-government and anti-religious. 

I think for the past two years or more both State and Church have 

been taken for a ride because of the fact that people in responsible 
position in the Government Service are themselves leading the revolution 
that they ‘Yish to bring about. And it is not true to sey that 


Government: has done nothing about it. Already here. inthe House - 
of Assembly, when it was s@id that the burning of the Cen@dian flag 
drew no response from Government, that is not true. For it was 


about a month after in 1971 when I addressed the pupils of the 
Convent High School, I told them that it was a disgrace and it was 

a serious thing for people to burn the flag of other people especially 
when those people are our friends. t+ is recorded in the Hansards. 

And it is a fact too that I initiated two Releases over Redio Dominica, 

when i was told that white people were being assaulted on the streets. 
I brought the Releases to Cabinet and got the Cabinet's approval 

for these Releases to be rade over Radio Dominica, So it is wrong 
and I think we must speak with a degree of truth. Tthink there is 
too much politicking in this particular instance. People are being 


- hypocritical about the fact that they want to support the bill. They 
' pretend that they wont to support the bill, but in the process they 


give us a feeling, at least IT have a Feeling that they are not quite 
sincere in the statement that they are making and I think those 
people must have heard those Releases. I am sure, 


IT am happy to note, Hr. Speaker, that the Judiciary has realised 
that permissiveness has shot its bolt. And I hope the local Bar 
Association will give His Lordship Judge Renwick their undivided 
support to curb contempt of Court in this State (Aside Hon, M.E.- Charles; 
We have already donc that Sir.) Thanks you. . 


lr. Speaker , the concept and ideas of freedom and independence 

have been distorted in our society and people don't really and truly 
understand what is freedom and what is independence, Freedom cannot 
be énjoyed outside of the law. You can only have freedom within 
the law, because if we do not have that, a minority can take advan~ — 
tage of the majority and that would not be democratic, Mr. Speaker, 
laws are not made primarily to punish people as far as my professional 
knowledge’ as a social worker go, but lews are made to protect the 
majority from the minority who would probably because of ‘misguided 
behaviour: molest people and prevent them from enjoying peace and 
security.. Laws are primarily deterrent, Even inthis House , 
lr. Speaker, Tt think the time has come to give decent leadership 
(Voice : hear, hear) by curbing our theatrical politicking. Tt is 

often meant. solely for the consumption of the gullible section of 
the gallery. (Voice: Bourgeois) Many a time I have been shocked | 
by the buffoonery that gocs on here in this Honourable. House, (Voice. Hear, 
hear!) » which should be reserved for the more appropriate place like 
Lagon.'(Voice: Why lagon?) Well not necessarily Lagon, I take that 
tack, places where you hold public meetings for the plaudits and 
entertainment of people, They enjoy this entertainment ~ lambasing 
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of character, slandoring, more than rcally coming to hear reas onab le 
expressions of vision relative to the business of the State. "TI camot 
agree that if the Ivader of the Opposition was present when they burnt 
the Canadian flag for he said other Ministers wore there, I don't 

know how truo that is, but what [ thinkbyoula like to say is, did- 

he make an cffort, or did he by any chance condemn them at that 
particular timo?(Aside: Hon. A, Moisu: You wore there too.) Not me. 
Because you were there, you said that you were there. 7 am saying that I think 
thet I would have preferred you to say that you were there and 

you expressed your disgust to them when they were doing it. T think 
this would have becn responsible leadership and responsible citizen- 
Ship behaviour. 


We have heard this evening quite a number of half truths when 
it was said that the SHA, inoident was the beginning of the Black 
Power Movement because the boys were not sent out of the Premier's 
Office when they come in on that demonstration. It is not on the 
records and probably you will not believe it, but I spoke on that 
occasion and the bishop knows that, brother Estrada knows that, the 
brother provincial who came down from Canade during the incident 
knows about the fact that T strongly condemed, the boys told them 
that they were to go back to the school and that I would come to 
the .school and discuss the matter with their principal and that is 
a fact, (intrrruption) I told them, Tf hold no brief for anybody 

else. I told the boys that they were wrong. I told them I was 

‘not going to entertain that breach of discipline and I supported 

the school in trying to maintain discipline. I went to the school 

and spoke to the boys. JI told them the fact that T was a ‘black 

man did not mean that I could support them in abusing their white 
teachers and white people on the whole, ‘That's a fact, but the 

next evening my name was exposed on a political platform of the FPreedon 
Party Saying that I told them that I was black and therefore they — 
should folloy me, -% . 


My, Speaker, I want to congratulate the Third Nominated Member, 
Miss Hugenia Charles, for naking a few very positive and instructive 
statenents, I agree that there should be compulsory National service. 
When way back in’ 7960's we held a seminar to get to grips with the 
problems of youth this was one of the proposals made by the group 
then that we should have one or; two yeers of cumpulsory national 
servicem Dominica. I also agreed about this question of mounting 
an employment service, We do have an employment bureau in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, but I do not think thet the Ministry of 
Labour can cope with the demands of the people that come there, but 
there is such an agency in the Ministry of Home Afairs, The question 
about bringing /psychologists to study our problems, alot of this has 
been done already. ‘The developed countries themselves are puzzled 
by the break down of authority in our Society today and as the Honoure-~ 
ble member did say, the cinema is one of the primary forces that 
are paliuting the minds of young peonle all over the world ~ not 
only in pominicabythe indecent films that they show highlighting 
violence’and immoral sex, that's a fect. (Aside. Hon. R.O.P, Armour: 
Sex is not immor@l.) and also the mass media, Immore] literature, 
in my opinion should have been added to this. I would beck strongly 
the government's effort to destroy all immore1 literature on our | 
book shelves here in Dominica, T heve said it egein and again and 
I think’ we should have the guts and the courage to do these things 
even if some people think that they are going to be affected, And 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, I will conclude by saying, Mr. Speaker, that 
you and all the honourable members here, we have no choice but to- 
stand four square behind the fact with a view tO restoring peace 
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and sucurity in our once very beautiful Dominica, 

Hon, BA, Leslie: Mr. Speaker, first of all what I would like to 

say is that it seems to me that 1974 must go down as a historical 

year for Dominica, for we have just learnt that we have had the 

longest sitting of our High Court in Dominice, and also the longest 

session dealing with one particular case in the court. And here 
today with my long experience of Parliament we have had the longest 

sitting ever on one particuler bill. (Voice: No, no, not yet) 

Mr. Speaker, if it is not so, I am subject to correction, but yet 

it can_ be said thet this bill has taken a longer time then 

was anticipated’ by any one of us here, and this is because al]. members 

fee ee Se Are ch cirins such jg ereat interest in the passing of the bill beecuce 

of whtoh Benhoves every tmenber ABS stand and make a contribution, 

I myself feel that it is not pee for me to just sit there 

and say 'tAye' when the time comes But Mr. Speaker, so much has 

been said by other Speckers, na there is not very much for me 

to say. “First of all, we must congratulate the members of the 

Opposition, who though it is not unusual, but on this particular 
occasion it. seems to me to be unusual, that they should give their 

full support to the Government in the passage of this bill. And 

this is because, Hr. Speaker, that everyone of us in Dominice are 

now fecling the pressure and are dissatisfied with the present 

situation , existing in the State and so feel that none of us should 
condone such action, but rather do ail that lie in our power to see 

that it is brought under control. And what is really pushing us 

to take the steps that we are now taking is because it is still 

fresh in the minds of every Dominican that et one time Dominica 

was being spoken of as a little varadise in the Caribbean, a place 

where visitors were welcome and were free to enjoy a holiday without 

fear of being molested. This has been the position for some time 

but now some unknown element has got into our society and nave created 

all sorts of unlawful societies as the 'Dreads' and"M.N.D. and what not. 


Now, we have listened to the Opposition, they say that they 
support this bill whole heartedly, but they have in doing so tried 
to point out who end who are responsible for the establishment of 
such a society. Now, Mr. Sneaker, I do not mean to associate 
Myself with them because if I were to m-ke a list of those who were 
really responsible | for T am of the ovinion that if the Dominica 
Labour Party is re@lly guilty of such an accusation, the Freedom 
party themselves cemot be left out of the arena, For I think it is 
fresh in our minds, those who have had the opportunity to listen to 
public meetings chaired by the Freedom Party, of the statements made 
at those mcetings and will agree with me that that also helped to 
bring the movement to the position it hes reached. When we listen 
to statements coming from the mouths of responsible pe cople on the 
Freedom Party platform, words such as this.."Blood must flowy in the 7 
country like water flowing geom the river';end"Blood &hoy}" When we 
listen to statements from responsible people of the Freedom party who 
went down on their knees, probably at Grandbay, and one of them beat 
his chest and said, "I hope to live long to see the head of the 
Honourable Edward LeBlano brought to me on a tray". All these vords 
had a part to play in encouraging the movement we havé here today.- 

I can go on and on, Mr. Speaker, but what I am here to say is that 

we would save much of our time here by not referring to who and who 
are responsible, but by taking a decision now, as the actions and 
activities of these people have become intolerable, and so something 
should be. done about it and we. should set about. the machinery in order 
that wo wight achieve our goal. It calls for unity between Governnent 
and Opposition, not Government alone at this time. Tt calls for the 
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support of lawful organisations, lawful ase iations, it calls for 

the Church and every. well-and-good~thinking itizen in this community 

to play his part in destroying the bad name which Dominica has 

obtained and bring it back to the position it held before,-when it 

was called a paradise, py tae eS —_ ae 
People speak of unemployment, it is true unemployment may | 

have its effects but those of us who know better, know that a lot 

of people’ who are not employed, have employment at their doorsteps, but 

they refuse it. Now, in other countries, in order to establish, 

a cetteia. type of employment, I. mentioned a certain — type of 

employment beceuse in Dominice some people feel that certein employment 

is beneath them, and they strive for other employment, but in order 

to get the type of employment they desire; we heve to show thet we 

are willing to receive the foreigners. We speak of capite lists, 

but we must look for then outside/ ominica, and if we are to show 

them that we are willing to receive them and to assist them in enjoying 

their stay here in peace and harmony, something must be done about 


the present position, (Voices: Better late than never) Yes, better 
late than never, 


Now Mr. Speaker, this bill speaks about the protection of young 
children and I believe this is very important. It is sad to sec 
people who call themselves literate people who have had all the 
opportunities in life starting off from Elementary school right 
up to Secondary school and they can also bosst that they have been 
to a University end they carry titles behind their neme "A ,B,C,D," 
and what-not, (leughier) they must understand that those opportunities 
are not there for themselves clone to enjoy, they are to be enjoyed 
by the others who follow, But Mr, Speaker, by going around to the 
various schools, especially the elementary, and teaching the children 
from 7 upwards to smoke marijuana, they are definitely blocking the 
opportunities open to those children and in this way they are technicai-~ 
ly telling those children that they have enjoyed their opportunities 
up to University level but that they are blocking the yay so that 
they do not reach wherc they have reached, This therefore is some-— 
thing we cannot tolerate at all and as a people we must have some 
feeling towards those children. 


Mr, Speaker, we have reached a stage where parents have no control 
over their children. When a man sees his child doing what is not | 
expected of him he is just unable to correct Because the child ” 
will tell him that he cannot tell him what to do, he is big enough. 

This is because the child is already indoctrinated by some other 
group of people and this distresses the father who has taken so 
mach care “totring up ond educate his son, 


All in all Mr. Spesker, it is gratifying to see the number of 
people in the gallery, from this it can be scen that the poeple of . 
Dortinica have shown greet interest in listetiing' to the debate and 
this can be taken to mean that we have the loyal support of the 
good citizens in Dominica with regard to putting the provisions 
of this bill into cffect. ve . . 


Hon, J.L. Royer, Minister of Home Affairs: = § Mr. Speaker, (laughter) 


I have becn listening to the debate from morning and Mr. Speaker, 
there is & saying which gocs as follows, "It is appointed once 

for & man to dic end after thet the judgment." I do not care 
thet much if when I leave this building, I do not reach home, but» 
I will definitely support the bill that is now before us. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, when I grey up as 9 boy, Sir., I knew Dominice to be 
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the Cinderella of the West Indics and some time Jater Dominica as the 
land of beouty. But today the people who have all the G.C.H.'s 0 

and A Levels, have turned our lend into tne Desert of Sahara ond 

the valley of Desolation. Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir ;: we have heard 

guite a lot from bath sides of thc House and I don't think that I need © 
to say very much more as it will take up too much time, but what T 
would like to say is that wo have to pass through this world but 

once, whatever we can do lct us do it now, for we shall not be 

passing here a second time and with this I support the bill whole~ 
heartedly. 


Hon, M.B,. Charlies: Mr. Speaker, I beg your leave to give a standing 
ovation for the Minister of Home Affairs, 


Speaker; I have no ‘objection at this manent if anyone wishes to clape 
(A wave of laughter and applause) 


Hon. R.S. Fadelle: ‘Mr. Speaker, like the the previous speakers TI 
rise to support this bill. I support this bill for two reasons, 
The first is to allay fear in the hearts of the majority of the 
people of Dominica. I have been a freedom fighter and a member 

of the Freedom Party and we on t is side of the House hrve joined 
this Freedom Party for the prepose of preserving the freedoms of 
mankind, And one of the freedoms that we preserve is the freedom 
from fear, And that is one of the reasons why today I wish to 
Support this bill. The second reason for supporting this bill 

is because of the objects given here where this bill seeks to rescue 
children and young persons from recruitment into unlawful societies 
or associations. Ae very happy to note that the Minister for 
Education and Health, stressed that he has also supported this bill 
for Gere very, Teas on and one of the objects for my moving a resolution 
G3 @ Iatet stage c-° -12 proceedings which calls for the operation 

of the Woodwork: section at the GrandBay gchool is to see to it that 
the young men of that area will get the necessary training to enable 
them to be employees of the State of Dominica. We have heard the 
Honourable Premier state that unemployment is used as an excuse. 

But Mr. Speaker, there are certain individuals who are unemployable 
and I refer to those youngsters who live school at the age of 15 
or 16 who have no training whatsoever in any career or any technical 
field whatsoever, not even in agriculture, And I wish to stress 
thatarising out of all these deliberations today that we see the 
need where training should be given to the young men and women not 
only in agriculture but in other technical fields because we need 

to have compulsory training as the Third Nominated member, Miss 
Bugenia Charles pointed out this morning that it is necessary that 
we have compulsory national training. tT don't think she meant 
military cervice, I think she meant civic service where our young 
men and women will be able to contribute highly towards the develop 
ment of Dominica both in the industrial and in the civic field 

and also in the cultural field, 


Mr. Speaker, I also wish to Say thet our people of Dominica 
are the biggest assets that we have and it is regrettable. that such 
a law has to be passed to curb the free desires, the unlawful desires 
of a minority group, @ so-called minority group, which epperently 
is getting much supvort fron the young people in this comunity. 
I feel thet the people, being our greatest essests in this country 
should be developed to the fullest in order that they may make their wotinhiZe 
contribution in our midst. We have failed in our educational pro-~ 
gramme, and l am not hitting out at the Minister of Education, I am 
just saying thet their is need for further development of our young 
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people, that there is necd to train them in the orts and crafts and 
in the trade. that we wish tc help develop Dominicr. 


There is also the need to instill or create confidence in our 
polise force. Too often in the past have our policemen made arrests, 
I remember on one occasion some arrests were made down at the Four 
corners, and the culprits were turned loose by the Minister respon~ 
sible at that time, ‘his gives a feeling of frustration to the 
police, We have to allow the police to use their discretion and 
to perform their duty to the utmost. | Without’ such confidence and 
such freedom of power, freedom to execute the laws that gre peing — 
passed, it is futile, Mr, Speaker, to come here and waste such valua-— 
ble time. ; 


Mr. Speaker, [ have heard that the boys have committed acts of © 
terrorism in certain schools, but I wish to bring back memories of an 
affair which occured at 5t, George William University in Canada; when: - 
our Government sought to give assistance to one or two of those 
who actually took part in those acts of terrorism. Mr. Speaker, we 
do not like to think of these things, but I have only menticnéd’ | 
this to show that these are some of the causes for what is happening 
in our midst today, . 


Then again there was the talk of the burning of the Canadian 
flag outside of the Royal Bank of Cenada, T don't recall having. 
heard the Minister of Educetion and Health speek on this subject 
until I happened to have dregged them over the hot coals at the 
opening of the Grandbay scheol, (Voice: That is not true, ) T . 
remember making that statement, in the presence of the then Canadian 
High Commissioner, and lamenting the fact that here it is we have 
allowed our people to burn the Canadian flag without even condemning 
the act. (interruption) 


Hon. HL. Coristian: Mr. Speaker, on a point of correction. TI sent 
& copy of my specch imaediately after the incidence to the High 
Commissioner of Canada in Trinidad, (laughter) (Aside: Hon. ME, charles: 
We should get a cony too, I am asking for a copy.) 

: a : eo 


gpeaker; Order! 


Hon, R.S. Fadelle: Iam very happy to know that, but as I said, Mr. “ 
Speaker, I do not recall that such a statement was made before I 

condemed that act in the presence of the High Commissioner of Canada. 

Mr, Speaker, sufficient has been said and as you lmow this bill has 

our support and I do hope that further action will be taken for I 

know that the passage of this bill will never solve the problem, but 

we do hope that this will be followed up by sufficient action both 

in the educational field and in- the employment field. . Mr. Speaker, 

this bill gets my support. : = | 


Speaker: I propose to adjourn for refreshment at 5 o'clock, if you 
will last beyond 5 otclock then we can adjourn now. If you need merely 
10 minutes then we can hear you now, 

Hon. Second Nominated Member & Deputy Speaker, Mr, Cleve Tavernier: 

Mr. Speeker, it will take less than that. . . 


Spesker: ‘Shenk you. O.K, 


Hon, Cleve Tavernier: ir, Speaker, I now rise to give my fa. 
Support to this bill, but in doing so, I must say thet I heard the 
Speakers on the other side of the House say thet it is the fault of | 
the Labour Party why we heve to come to this Honourable House ‘to 
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législata to stop this criminal situation at present going bn in 
Dominica, a place which has been know as a peace-loving country. Le 
I am to refer to the 16th December incident, then I will have to say _ 
that it is the Freedom Party that is the cause, but who really. is. to 
pe blamed? I am saying that we the leaders are all to be blamed. . 
And what we have to do now is to acknowledge our guilt apd support 
this bill and help restore Dominica to its rightful place. Thank You. 
Mr, Speaker. oe 


Hon. Minister of Agriculture, trade & Natural Resources, Mr, 1, Htienne: 


Mr, Speaker Siy would you please protect. me, I am being referred to 
as the Bay Oil man. . 


Mr, Syeaker, I rise to support this bill, frankly with very 
mixed feelings. iimed feclinga because I think it is rather late 
and if the necessery action had been taken at the appropriate time 
we would not mow today be coming to the House with such a drastic 
bill which strikes at the very root of society. T think, Mr, Speaker, 
the reasons why the cult thet is called the Dreads have come about 
has. been fairly expounded and the reasons why we have to take ection 
has been fairly dealt with by the Premier, But I think a number of 
things were said especially with the part the Labour Party hed to 
play in this which I think are not correct and I would like to refer 
to one or two points made ys----nily by the Honoureble Miss Eugenia — 
Charlies, But before doing so, we nave to understend that as a society 
we must grow up and I believe that one of the problems that beset 
Dominica at the moment and also the West Indies as a whole is that 
we are a people that have not grown up, We are a people who have 
not learnt to overcome the unfortunate events of our life and as 
such we tend to dwell with these events which culminate sometimes in 
the actions which we are now taking and in the situation which 
has developed among a number of our young people in this country. 
Too many peonle in this country o@ 2 the society a 
have been adverse to change, { think change must come and people, 
especially the reactionary group, must understand that as we develop | 
so mony, many more people especially from the lower sector, tend to- 
migrate to the middle scctor and people from the middic sector migrate 
to the upper sectots; and there must be room for entry for those. _ 
people in every sector of society. I believe.some of the root causes 
of the problem lies in the fact that reactionary forces have tended . 
to obstruct the path of progress in the lives of many of those 
youngsters. 


(change of tape) 


We have seen the achievements of the Lebour Party for the ma jority 
of the. population of Dominica being subtly eroded away, and I. can 
recall seeing certain types of people at Four Corners; young people 
with their parents in the country areas, parents who have struggled 
hard in the kanane ficlds up the mountain sides to get a little moncy 
to send those children to school in town, with the children of well- 
to-do people who have almost everything at their disposal trying to 
lure them into a society which we are now trying to disband. I can 
also recall very well, Mr. Speaker, a young university student from 
very well-to-do parents, at Four Courners, trying to indoctrinate. 
these same little boys whom I said came from the country. And | 
today what do we see happening, these poor children from the country 
are in the gutters, they arc driven in the forests, running about 
and this same well-tv-do boy is now at the Uris ersity of the Vest. 
Indies, Now this thing is striking et the very root of society, 

Mr, Speaker. We've got to look at this from this point end not 
only from the point of view that there is social unrest, that there . 
is unemployment and things like that. Mr, Speaker,I believe 
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thet we have come to a stage where change mist take place, but I have 
always preached that change must teke place within the existing 
institutions, we need not create new institutions there is enough 
room in Dominica for change to teke y*ce wi" uthe existing insti- 
tution, the Democratic institution which we have, provided of course 
there is not .too much resistance to it, and resistance to it has 
played a great part in what we see today. 


Coming back, Mr. Speaker, to the cuestion of the Labour Party's 
part in this, I have to say that man is but an ape. He likes to 
copy, he likes to do things which ke sees other people do. He © 
likes to do things because he has that belief that other people are 
better than he is, or cthor people are better educated than he is, and 
if they can do thet he can also do it, and this is one of the reasons ~ 
I believe why we have come to this state we are in. I remember the 
16th December 1971, Mr. Sfeaker, when people who are supposed to be 
responsible, people who are supposed to know the rule of law and order, 
people who are supposed to respect the institutions of the State 
went into the House of Assembly, the highest institution of the State 
and broke it dorn. ‘te, Smwaker, each time I mention this my body 
shivers, (laughter) for people of such stature in the community to 
go into a House of Assembly and break it down and only saved the Mace 
out of respect for the Quem. iow, from there on what could the boys 
say, if these so-called people upper class, the privileged class can 
do that, why can I not do it too, And this is what we have today. 
When these very same people ent into the new Market and broke it 
down and put up a demareation line and say this is ours, and that 
belongs to the Labour Party. What can we do today but have people 
just go and occupy people's homes and say that this is ours. Mr. 
speaker, this is a direct result oi this. lt is what we call aping 
what goes onand and this is what has been happening. 
(Sedentery talking) 


Speaker: We mustn't allow a speaker to be interrupted lest the Speeker 
be censured for permitting interruptions. 


Hon, 7, Etienne; Yes, Mr. Speaker, certein people have demonstrated 
their superiority and their privilege along those lines. And I am 
sure if you talk to many of those boys today they will tell you if 
they could do it why can't they do it too, Afid I said in the begin~ re 


ning that I am supporting this bill with mixed feelings and one of 

the reasons is because I think it is late. I think that if in 1971 
this bill had come to the House with much less seriousness we would = 
not be here today with this bill which is so very serious and striking 
at the very root at the very fabric of society. Like the Honourable 
Miss Eugenia Charles I have tosay Mr. Speaker, that I hope, ag soon 

as things return to normal, and let us all hope that it will return . 
to normal as soon as possible, that this bill will be erased and taken 
off our Statute Books. T support it because I think the people who 
are called the Dreads must understand that we value freedom and that 

as a democratic society we tolerate all the good and reasonable things 
people should do, but at least they must understand that their punch 
must stop where the other man's nose begins, and they are now ready 

to throw the punch right on the noses of the population of Dominica, 
For that purpose, Mr. Speaker, I have no alternative but to support 

the bill. I am not too surc, Mr. Speaker, whether certain clauses 

of this bill are ultra vires. I have no legal brain myself, but I. 
suppose in the Committec stage whatever amendments that have tobe 

made will be taken care of, This is my contribution, Mr. Speaker. 


Hon, First Nominated Momber, Mr. A.C. Active: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
here also to support the bill. I should like to say that I feel 
very happy that the Opposition has found it fit to give: their support 
to this bill except for one thing which Miss Eugenia Charles said that 
when we get into Committee stage there are a number of amendments 
which sk. would like to have put in. Earlier this morning we had 
two bills and the honourable Premier had found it fit to accept the 
recommendations made and I do hope in this particular bill we shall 
be able to accept those recommendations and so the House will support 
the bill with one voice. The Honourable Pat Stevens said that he 

was not quite sure whether he vas going to give it his full support, 
or whether he was going to abstain but I do hope after the Premier 

has wound up that Me. Stevens willfind it fit to give his whole 
support to the Bill, Mr. Spearer, we have heard a number of things 
Seid since the idea of bringing this bill to the House came about, 
There have been rumours mee the DreadS said we can cut their hair but 
that we cannot erase what is in their minds, therefore it is so impor- 
tant that we the members of this House give all the support that this 
bill needs so that we speak with one voice. 


Mr, Speaker, some three weeks ago a top civil servant who spends 
ali his week ends at his ostate trent to his estate at Watton Waven, 
found that there were about three or four Dreads on his orange trec, 

He saw them pick the oranges and put them in a bag. He was there 

with his family, but he was so’scared that he couldn't go on to the 
a itself, he remai ped | in his car and when they came out on the 
road 6 asked the chaps/, iHey mate are the oranges sweet?" but they 
just cut one and gave hin two pegs and told him to find out for hin- 
self, Mr. Speaker, we can't allow this sort of thing to go on. Not 
only that we cannot allow this but we must do something. This is not 
the first group of violent people we have seen in Dominica. We have 
had the 'Kay passa} we ve had the 'hLowlings', and people's lives 
were in danger, but never has Dominicans lives been more in danger, 

or “ominicans more scared ae they are today with regard to the Dreads. 
And for this purpose, Ir. Syoaker , we must co something about it. 

We must not only think of the children who are now in this Dread 
society, we must tiink of our children and our children's children 

to come, We must stamp out this thing for there is nothing behind 
this thing but pure communism and we must stop this from the bye sinine: 
I thank you Mr. Speaker, 


“ 


Ad journme nt 


Speaker: This House will now adjourn for fifteen minutes, 


Resumption : = : 
Hon, Premier: Mr. Speaker, in winding up t would just. like to make 
some comments on some points made. ‘The Honovrable Miss Eugenia 


Charles when she spoke made a point about the estsblishment of a 
National Service for young persons end I think the Labour party and 
Miss Charles are thinking along the seme lines on that point, because. 
in August this year et the annual Conference of the Iabour Party a 
resolution asking for the establishment of a National Youth Service - 
was in fact moved by Oliver Seraphin and seconded by a Eustace ieaned ay 
With regard to the question of the Leader of the Opposition, the. 
Honourable Anthony Moise, about corporal punishment for females, I 
would like to say that in Chapter 29 section 8 reads ~ "No sentence 
of flogging ox whipping shall bo passed upon a female of any age." 
So the law does not affect any female. JI didn't hear much of the 
Honourable Pat Stevenst gpeech, I only heard where he made a comment 
that I said I will fight fire with fire and that at the same tine [ 
had a National day of prayer for peace, I would just like to say — 
this, Mr. Speaker, that tho Almighty God is all just and all powerful 
and in the ten commandments which he handed to Moses he said Thou . 
; ; - 


~56~— 
Hon. Premicr . 


Shalt not kill, but he gove Samson strength and power to kill 10,000 
Philistines to bring peace and prosperity to the Jews. Now, if T° 
may comment, Mr. Spenker, on whet the Honourcble Member for the Rosaav 
South, the Honourable Ronald Armour said for he did not talk much 

on the bill in principle, os usual, and usually he has the attitude 

of misdirecting persons, He spoke about the question of cutting of = _ 
hair, there is no such provision in this Bill which relate to the 
cutting of anybody's heir, Now Hr, Speaker, I would like to say this 
that this morning when I Spoke, I spoke not as Premicr of Dominica — 

but as a Dominican, thinking of the situation es it exists in Dominica 
and I contributed my views, . I didn't come here to express my politi-~ 
e2l opinion or to have any political semantics on the issuc, Mr, 
Armour in his speech said that the government was trying bedause of 

the present political tide to introduce this lerislation, Mr. Speaker, 
I mst scy this that I have been a member of the Inbow Party for a 
long time, and a Minister since 1970, and legislation such as this 
has..long been overdue, I was a junior Minister under the ssid member 
who was Deputy Premier at the time when acts of violence were being 
committed in Dominica, acts done by the Black Power Movement and the 
MOND. There was « Resolution moved in this House and the Honourable 
member was present and he remained silent. Every member of the Oppo-~ 
sition spoke during thot time but he remeined silent. We are to ask 
ourselves why did he remain silent during that time, probably he may 
have been one of their membcrs at that time, ty, Speaker, when the 
situation came about, I never pretended, I always came out and attack 
but the silence was due because the Minister at that time was afraid, 
virtually afraid because of his jelly~fish~like backbone and his coward— 
ly attitude. Ur, Speaker, when he says that the situation has developed 
bacause of this present government having not got any economic, develop- 
ment, I would like toask the question when the member who made the 
statement thought about economic development, is it today because of 
the introduction of this bill or in 1966 when the election was, won 

and the member then was inister for Communications and Works up to. 
July 13th 1973, ending as a frustrated Minister of Finance ana dis owned 
Deputy Premier? Mr, Speaker, during that time there was the stoning 

of the doctor at Bath Estate, who got a fractured skull, there was — 
the stoning of the U.N, expert at imerald Pool, the Minister who was 
then Deputy Premier remained silent and never spoke, (interruption) 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, 


Hon. P.R, John: XX will not give way, He will quote the point of 
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order, Mr. Speaker. 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, I think 

the imputation of porgonal motivations to other members is not allowed. 
I would not like to interrupt, Mr. Speaker but during all this stoning 
times he was the Minister of Home Affairs in charge of the Police,- 


Speaker: Does your final statement take care of what...... (interruption) 
Hon, R.O.P, Armour: TI think go, 


Hon, Premier: I am speaking of economic development (Aside. Hon. 

R,O.P, Armour: He wants it sabotaged for his personal ambition, ) and 

in order to enlighten this present House I must say that although the 
Minister of Home Affairs is responsible for the Police, the Minister 

of Finance and Develoyment is responsible for the safety of all tourists. 
Mr, Speaker if I am to go further, I must say that in recent times 

too that things are still doveloping, because very recently at Marigot, | 
there was supposed to be a Church Harvest Festival and vandals went ... 
in the place and stole only the fruits and vegetables, the itels, I. 
presume, (interruption) | . 


~57~ 


+ 


Hon. P.A.S. Stevens: On a point of correction, ground provisions © 
were also stolen, they were going to Guadeloupe. 


Hon, Premier: Itels} - vegetable, ground provisions etc. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I wanted to make a point this morning when I went into certain 
things, and I just-vant to make that particular point, The Honourable 
Member for the Pouthern Blectoral District, Mr, Fadelle, raised a. 
point when he vas speaking and spoke about the time when the Canadian 
flag was burnt and this rang a bell. It was only about three. or 

four days ago at Pointe Michel where a film was being shown in slides, 
run by one called Joey Peltier’ in order to raise funds and in those 
Slides, Mr. Speaker, he was showing young people and other people, 

it was a Silent film, and he gave the interpretation, and in the 

film, he showed certain areas in Africa as compared to certain areas 

in Dominica, And in that film what was in-fact shown was a beautiful 
Police Station and an old broken down house, and the narrator in fact 
showed how the people in Dominica build enormous buildings for. the 
Police (endless concrete) and an old wooden chattel house with eight, 
ten people living in it. But, Mr. Speaker, I just want to make that 
point that the man who was showing the film end in fect trying to 
inculcate this type of attitude in the people of Dominic: was the man 
who burnt the Canadian flag in 1969, Mr. Speaker, according: to ‘the — 
Dreads - trucay, trucey, Mr. Speaker, we are now faced with a 
Situation with the infiltration of the communist attitude into | 

the cult and their associatio. The ides of esting only vegetables 
and ground provisions ~ Mr. Speaker, some people may just think. that 
it is just a fad, but there is a lot behind it ~ is done with an 
endeavour to get the body accustomed to the jungle way of life, the 
type of food ete, We have found out too that an exercise.was done - 
in 1973 at the same time that M.N.D, had this programmo, “There” - 
was another programme going alongside by cm organisation led by 

Ernest Merrill called 0.D.D. ~ Organisation for the Development of 
Dominica, and the only policy they had and the only programme they 
followed was tracing the oldtracks in the old days right round Dominica, 
from the Carib Reserve going right round and they were mapping those 
tracks, Fortunately or unfortunately he is out of the State. But 
Mr. Speaker, the question is that the organisation is in fact organising 
itself, training its members and getting ready for some future tine 
and it is imperative that the police are trained and that Dominicans ~ 
and when I say Dominicans, I mean the peace~loving Dominicans -~ 
give the necessary support and protection, support for us to have this 
lasting peace and unity and protection of property ete, Because, __ 
Me, Speaker, many property owners, even the planters etc. are not 
protected and at a later stage when we go into Committee I will be 
asking for an amendment or an insertion in the bill to make provision 
where people can protect themselves at their homes and their property 
if they are invaded by any unlawful association or any unlawful person 
and be able to defend themselves shooting without any action against 
them, . 


Finally, My, Speaker, I wish to continue my plea for the support 
of all “ominicans in this national issue and T mst point out that the 
organisation has a pledge lr, Speaker, a pledge which I will read in 
parts, a pledge, Mr. Speaker, which we mst not teke lightly, because. 
it has deep meaning in it. ind when many people leve heré tonight ~— 
and go home they mast reflect on the pledge and find out for thgmselves 
that if we do not act now, what Dominica will bé6 foecedwith, Mr. 
Syeaker, the pledge reads as follows ~ "If Death be an. unwelcome 
visitor let it come so long as the message falls on one listening ear 
who will take it up ond continue the battle. . So help 1 - Jah", Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker, 


58. 


Hon. A. Moise: Could You give us a copy? 
Hon. Promi cr: You want a copy, all right I will give you one. 


Speaker: It has been moved and seconded that the bill shortly ia 
"Prohibited and Unlawful gocicties and Associations 4ct, 1974", be 
read a second’ time. Those in favour? Those against? eke " 
have it. . 


Clerk: Prohibited and Unlawful gow ictics and Associations Act, 1974. 


Speaker: The bill now stands committed to a Committee of the whole 
House to be considered clause by clause. 


(House in Committec) 


Chairman: House in Committee, Cleuse +. The question is that 
clause { stand part of the bill. Those in favour? Those against? 
The Ayes have it, 


Clause 2. 


Hon, M.B, Charles: Clause 2, In the definitions 'Association' and. 
'Society' the word tideologies' is wrongly spelt and I would like the 
Word 'unlawful' @&@dded bei'ore the word ‘objective't aoperring in both 
those definitions. Tye reason for this is thet it is the objective 
that must/Unlewful because all of us in professional societies are in 
fact propagating &® comzon ideology and objective, but here we want the 
objective to be unlawful, 


Hon, Premier: In the lest line of the definition "Society" the word 
tor" should be substituted for the word "and", 


In the . definition "Police Force", I would like the words "and 
rural Constables" added at the end. 


Chairman: Those in favour of the amendments? Those against? _ The 
Ayes have it. The question is that clause 2 as amended stand part | 
of the bill. Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have.it. 


Chairman: Clause 3, 


Hon. M.B. Charles: Mr, Speaker, in clause 3 I would like to make the 
following amendments - A new subclause (a) to be added to read - 
3. Any Association or. Society whose members ~ 
(a) plan, conspire or attempt to affect adversely public. 
safety and public order; 


Subclause (a) with some additions to become (b) as follows - 


(>) practise acts of terrorism including shooting at or _ 
injuring a member of the Police “orce, Defence Force or 
rural or special constabulary or of the public thereby 
undermining public order, and public safety; 


Hon. Premier: Yes, 
Hon, Me, Charles: 1I want to add to(b) which now becomes(c) as follows 
(c) threaten or intimidate any public official, magistrate, 
judge of the Court, member of a jury or any other person 


by reason of his being a witness or likely to be a witness 
in any procceding under this Act, or employee in an 


mel} ee 


essential service; 
Hon, Premier; Yes. 


Hon. M.B. Charles; And the next one (c) which will be (a) I want to 
add to it with your epproval - 


(a) by the destruction of crops, any cultivated plant, forest 
tree, root, fruit, vegetable production, animals, buildings 
or by the unlawful occupation of 184s with acts of violence 
prevent the peaceful enjoyment of rights over property ; 


I want to leave the word 'crops' as well as continuing to say 
lany cultivated plant', I am thinking of the young cocoa that is 
being destroyed at the moment. I want also to add the words “or by 
the unlawful occupation of lands with acts of violence", because there 
are lots of people who are sqatting and that is not quite the same 
thing. 


Hon. Premiers Yes, 


Hon, ME. Charles: And the next one (d) which will become (e) I would 
like to add in some words waich I hope will receive the approval of 
the othor sidu, —, 
(e) assault, beat, wound, hinder or prevent other persons from 
enjoying freedom of movement or association on the grounds of their 
economic status, class, social background, race, plece of origin, 
or colour; | 


Though beat is included in assault, it may not do any harm -to 
have it spelt out. | 


Hon, Premier; JI would like religious persuasion added at the end, 
Hon, MB. Charles: The old (e) will become (f) 


(£) plan, conspire or attempt to affect public health by. tampering 
with or fouling or poisoning water supplies; or in any 
manner to deprive the public of dher cssential supplies; 

This doesn't change, it stays exactly the same. ‘nd the others. 
except in the old (f) which becomes the new (g), the figures and word, 
‘15 years! should become 48 years', And the old (j) it is nota 
real change but something is left out to make it make sense, the words . 
"the names of which" should be placed before the words "as well.as".cte,. 

Instead of the present 3 (2) which will become 3 (3). I would 
like to add the following as 3 (2) - 


3 (2) Any person who incites, aids, abets, counsels or procures 
by any means whatsoever, the commission of any offence under this Act 
shall be guilty of an offence, 


Chairman: In the old 3 (2) which will now become 3 (3) you will also 
have to change the lettering (g), (h), (i), and (j), to read (hn), 
(i), (3) and (x). 


Hon. Premiers yes, 
Chairman: Those in favour of the amendments? Those sgainst? Tho 


Ayes have it. The question is that clause 3 as emended stand part 
of the bill. Those in favour? Those egeinst? The Ayes heve it. 


abo 


Chairman; Clause 4, 


Hon, ME, Charles: Clause 4, I think it should read - 


4 Every person who is or becomes a member of an unlawful «°° °°. 
association is guilty of an offence against this Act, 
It doesn't make sense othorwise, 


Chairman: Those in favour of the amendment? - Those against? The 
Ayes have it. ‘The question is that clause 4 as amended stand part 
of the bill. Those in favour? ‘Those against? The Ayes have it. 
Clause 5, 


ae 


Hon, ME. Charles: Clause 5 should be amendcd £00. 


> Any member of an unlawful association who apmars in 
| public or clsewhere wearing any uniform, badge or 
mode of dress or other distinguishing mark or feature 
or manner of wearing their hair, shall be guilty of 
an offence, and shall be arrested without warrant by. -— 
any member of the police force, 

I am unhappy 2s you know about having any member of the police 
forec, I think it should be any policeman from sergeant upwards, You 
have just put some new police that have come out in September, on 
beat now around the Morne, they are very young and green, I am not 
very happy and comforteble about that. I hope to be persuaded other- 
wise by actual facts, 


Cheirmon:: Those in favour of the amendment? Those against? The 
Ayes have it, The question is that glause 5 es amended stand pert 
of the bill, Those in favour? Those égeinst? The Ayes have it, 
Clause 6, ; 


Hon, ME, Charles: Nothing is wrong with 6 (1) 


Hon. ROP, Armour: Wheat I thought, My, Speaker, we should have a 
date line, We should give them three days or something, | . 


Hon. MB. Charles: ‘Twenty~four hours. 


Chairman: Not later than soven days after. 


Hons As Moise: Too many days, 


« 


(all spenking ct tho same time, ) 


Chairman: The problem apporently is thet. of the restriction of 48 hours, 
It is already 48, they have the power to detain for 48 hours, If they 
are not going to have any time to do their intorrogation, it is no 
point. 


Hon. ME, Charles: I went 24 hours for this special low, - 


(all speaking at the same time) 
Chairman: But the ordinary lew is 48 hours, You want to festrict it. 


‘(all speaking at the some time) 
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Hon, M.E. Charles: Mr. Chairman, I am suggesting that 6 (2) should 
read — 
6 (2) A member of an unlawful association arrested uhdér: the 
provisions of the preceding section shall be brought before 
_a Magistrate within twenty-four hours, provided, that.vhere 
a Saturday, Sunday or Bank holidays intervene, the said twenty~ 
four] hours shall not include the seid days. * . 


f want it dealt win eenptay when eee eivnout a warrant, 
Your are letting the policemen who have only beem policemen for a 

month, to arrest without @ warr:nt. I want the man brought strictly 

and G@uickly to justice. He is either a free man or he is g@Oled man. 


Hon, A, Moise? That's right. 
(a2 ereuene at the same ‘time) 


Hon. Premier: “Twenty-four hours. © Now for. now, wonton. 


me 


Pr 


(all spoalting | at the same time) 
Chairman: nopeycsient hours. 
Hone premiers’ All ri ght ae hours. : 7 Cee rae oe 


aa muan The auouanent is moved iat ithe 48 hours and Saturdays , 
_ Sundays and public holidays excepted,’ Those in favour of 48 hours? 
bake against? ‘The Ayes have it. ee 


Hon. Premier: Me Speaker, there is 4 new subclause (3) to be added 
to clause 6, 


Hon. M.B. Charles: (to the Premier) ‘That's where you are adding that 
amendment? Mr, Speaker, a sub-clause (3) to be added for people who 
escape who are in custodg.for the offences and oe Hee a and 
abet them in escaping. Sige 


623) Any person, who, having been arrested under any of the 
provisions of this Act and who escapes and any person or 
persons who aid and abet such person or persons to escape 
Shall be equally guilty of an offence egainst this Act and 

* on summary conviction shall be sentenced to e term of 
imprisonment of 18 months. 


Chairman; The question is that clause 6 as amended stand part of the 
bill. Those in favour? ‘those egainst? The Ayés have it, 


Clause 7. _ bees | 
Hon, A. Moise: Mr, Speaker, the last line of clause 7 (2). Have 
you any institution for i here? 


Hone M. E. Charles: r am asking + that trie be dere GE ‘sae we have 
One» 


herefore 
Hon, Premier: We. should /stop at the word ‘'schooling'. 


Hon. M.E. Charles: Yes, because this will only cause confusion in 
the Courts. 2 at > said 


Chairman: Those in favour of the amendment? Those. against? The 
Ayes have, The question is that clause “7, as amended stand part 
of the bill. Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Chairman: Clause 8 
Hon, ME. Charles: Under clause 8 we want a proviso inserted - 
"Provided that the presence of a member of an association or 
socisty designated unlawful, in the home of his parents will ynot 
in itself make the parents guilty of an offence under this 
| Sections 
(211 speaking at the same time) 
Hon, MoE. Charles: I think the words 'in itself' are important, 
If she is . hiding the boy that's a different thing. 


Hone R.O.P, Armour: If there is evidence to indicate that there is 
participation then, ..sser.coses 


Chaarman: In other words you are saying that parents cannot be 
harbouring. : 


Hone Mali, Charlest No, no, they can be, but the mere presence is not 
sufficient, He might have just run home from an escapade too with 
the police after hin, 
Chairman; Those in favour of the amendment? Those against? The Ayes 
have it. The -uestion is thet clause 8, as amended stand part of the 
biii, Those in f@vour? ‘Those ageinst? The Ayes have it. 
Clause 3. 
Hon, Premier: Mr. Chairman, we have a new clause 9, 
Hon, Mou. Charles; Yes. 
9. It shall not be unlawful for any person to kill or injure 
any person who is a member of any association or society 
designated unlawful under the provisions of this Act, 


who at any time of day or night, shall be found upon any 
private premises without any lawful excuse. 


(all speaking at the same time) 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: Any person can kill a man and say he has. a lawful 
eXCuses ; 


Hon, M.H. Charles: In self defence (interruption) 
(all speaking at the same time) 
— Hons BeOePs Armour: If you are saying insido a dwelling house. 
(all speaking at the same time ) re 
Hon. Premier: Supposing he is in your garden. — 


Hon, ME, Charlies: Let us make it dwelling house. Because what else 
could he do ina dwelline house, i "2 


Hon, A, Moise: Yes that's it, a dwelling house. 


oe 


re 


Hon, M.E. Charlies: The lew in Jamaice ~ any one found in a dwelling 
house at the wron, wrong time of night you have a right to kill hin, 
Hon, R.O.P, Armour: Could we hear that clause again? 
Hon, Premier: "No procecdings either criminal or civil shall be 
brought or r Maintained: against any person who kiils or injures any 
member of an association or society designated unlawful, who shall 
be found at any time of day or night upoa any private sremiaes without 
lawful ex ECUSC.» 7 

You want ~ ‘inside any dwelling house.‘ | St it ae: 

(all speaking at the same time) | 


Hoa, H.R. Chacles: You get up during the night and you sec a person 
with his tam over his head and slits for his eyes. (Chairman; I will 
shoot.) (interruption) 


\all spealting ot the same time) 


Chairman; Order, Order} As I see it the intention is to make the 
trespasser automaticaliy liable upon Nee found in a dwelling house, 


not to the. point of evi th ut lawful eeu feo4, pre £oing. to. wait to 
and oot yhat is nis eyT wl SECIS iat hig Les Re: sumed to 
be facczo for an ure dufall TUL PSS ee hit We a ee a dvi: 


tye  woxds, < ‘without lawful ae therwise it Posen mean 
anything, you haventt chenged the law at all, 


(all speaising at the srne tine) 
Hon. R.O.P. Armour; Suppose the men says 'Oh! ff thought this was 
Somebody's “house, | or, I came to collect my chenge.' (interruption) 


(all speeking 2c the same time) 


Chairman: It is not any person, it's a person under this Bill who 


is a member of gn unlawful essociation and is fod in-your dwelling 
house, . 


Hon, A. Moise: How do you know that he is a member. of .aa unlawful 
society? | | | | nsf 
Ghairman: You must ask him, You see already he is committing an 
offence by being a member of un unlawful association, and he is in 
your house, so you are going to bother to find out whevmer he is there 
for Jawful reasons? We should strike out the words "without lawful 
excuse" otherwisc it doesn't make any sense, Then you- will find 


-yourself indicted and the prosecution saying the man had lawful excuse. 


So it's a-aste of time, you are putting people in trouble. Are 


we deleting the words ‘without lawful GxCUse 1? All right, The amendment 


reads —~ 


"Ilo. mroseedines either oriminal or civil shall be brought ce 
maintained against any-peorson who kills or injures any member of an 
association or society designated unlawful who shall be found at 
any time of day or night inside a dwelling house," 


Those in favour of this amendment? Those against? The ayes have it. 
The question is that ciouse 9 be added to the bill. Those in favour? 


Those against? The Ayes have it. 


(Discussion still went on as regards bringing in ‘work place! 
put this was not accepted, ) 
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Hon, M.&. Charles: If I mey mcke this obscrvation. Jamaica has had 
this provision in the early nineteen hundreds and for a person of 

- an unlawful society. If at night you see a hend over your windowsill - 
that's inside your house— you shoot hin, Jamaico's law hes always 
been ‘that way. . ; 


The original clause 9 becomes clause 10, 

Chairman: Clause 10, 

Hon. MoE. Charles: Mr, Speaker, clause 10, the words "whom he has 
reasonable cause to suspect", in other words he knows for a fact, 

and has proved it for the man has boasted of the fact that he belongs 
to the Dreads. That is why I am worried - any policeman having 4 
right to do this} 3 on 

Hon. R.S. Fadelie: It should be an officer. 


Chairman: Well, we have to credit the police with some sort of discre- 
tion in choosing their men for this task. 


Hon. M,B. Charles: Anyway I am not happy about Hie, but I nore this 
Bill soon goes off the Statute Books. 


In clause 10. An amendment is to be made to subclause (2), 
bringing in the words"warrant issued by a Magistrate or Justice of 
the Peace." But in practice do we have warrants issued py J.P.'8s? 
So let us take this out. 


Hon, Premier; But why can't they issue warrants? 


Hon. M.E. Charles: They should but no J.P, has ever issued a warrant 


in his life. They will have to have a little course on that. 
Hon, Premier; It is only the format that is necowrarye Ye have it 


in our Firearms Ordinance, 


Hon. M.E, Charles: It doesn't matter, so long as you bring in your 
ds P, 's and give them a little seminar, it's 0.K, with me, 


Hon. Premier: No problen,. 
Chairman; So how does it read? 


- ‘Hone Mu. Charles: 


40(2) “A member of the police force may with a warrant, 
issued by a Magistrate or Justice of the Peace so enabling 
him to do, with proper assistance, enter any home, by force, 
and breaking of doors if necessary, and search the samo if 
he has reasonable cause to suspect that a member of an 
unlawful society or association may be hiding therein and 
may search other places or premises not used as a home 
without warrant, where he has reasonable cause to suspect 
that a member of an unlawful society or association may 

be found." 


I am unhappy about those words ~— the breaking of doors 
(all speaking at the same time) 


Chairman: Those in favour of this amendment? ‘Those against? ‘The 
Ayes have it, . 


cs 
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Hon. Premier: There is-a subclause (3) to be added to clause 10. . 


"Yo. proceedings either io imine 1 or civil shall be brought or | 
maintained against any, Gr the Police Force for any ection taken 
in performance of his duties under this Act," 


This will give the police full protection. 


Chairman: Those in favour of this addition? Those against? The Ayes 
have it. 7 | | 


The question is that clause 10 as amended stand part of the pill, 
Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. . 
Clause 11-the original clause 10. 


Hon. MoH. Charles: JI am against this altogether, I move that this clause 


- be deleted, 


Hon. Premier: You cannot come to the House of Assembly every day. 


Hon. Ae Moise; It doesn't matter I will come if you call. 


Hon. M.E. Charles: This bill is far reaching, I think we must get 
the out-lawing to be done each time by the House of Assembly. 


(all speaking at the samc time) 


Hon. R.O,P, Armour: Why don't ve say that the Minister may by order to 
be upheld by a motion (interruption) © 





Kon, ME, Charles: But it has that: it says to be subject to a negative 
resolution. Anyhow, I am not happy about that. 


Chairman; The -uestion is that clause 11 stand part of. the bill. 
Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 

Clause 12 which is the old clause 11. 

Hon. ME. Charles; You have given the Dreads no right of appeal, You 


have taken every other right that they have, surely you must give them 
the right of appeal, : i 


Hon. Premier: They have the right, it is there stated, 


Hon. Mu, Charles; The vight of appeal is only referring to people who 


are so designated by the Minister under order, but these are designated 
by legislation. T think you must give them the right of appeal. | 


Chairman; Are you saying that We should delete the right of appeal here? 


Hon. M.E. Charles: Wo. I am saying that the people who are designated 


under this Bill, I think we must allow them the right of oa ~ The 
way a is worded here the Dreads could not appeal. et 


(all speaking at the same time) 
Chairman: If a pread is arrested he has to be chargedsececse 


Hone M.&. Charlies: Wo, not a Dread, it's the society we are talking 
about that has no right of appeel. The right of anveal is given to 
persons who are so designated by the Minister but this is designated by 
the legislation, and they heve no right to come and say that we are the 
Dreads Bociety referred to in this Bill and we wish to appeal because 
in fact, none of these things apply to us and therefore we cannot be 





266s: 


out lawed. It might help you to know who the officers are since in 
spite of all your “Inowledge about them,....... (interruption) . 


Chairman; Are you saying that you can appeal to Judge from the 
decision of. the House. of Assembly made into law ? ‘That's impossible, 


Hon, MB. Canaries: Why, it is done all the time under the Customs 
Ordinance where the customs Croinance decides what so and so is, you 


Can appedl,enocecess (intorruption) 


Chairman: You cannot provide a right of appeal to a court from the 


decision from the House of Assembly, & very skilful lawyer could 
deley the effoots cf this Bill. 


¢ 





(ALL sperking at tho same time) 


premier: If the pclice says that "you are a momber of an unlayful 
association", the police wili have to prove that before the Magistrate. 


Hon, MB. Charies:; “ec will’not heve to prove that the Dreads should 
have been oc not been om unlowful organisation, he has to prove whe ther 
he is a member or it. : 


Chairman: Anyhow, the argumont is necdless, because it Cannot be done. 
Hon. ME, Charies: ‘ake out the ochedule, then the Minister makes on 
order and then they have the right of appeal. Why are you giving 
privilege status to certain seas and not to the Dread societics? 
Why are you allowing other socicties thet are unisvful to have the 
right to appeal and this et pe one not. Let us remove the 
schedule and tomoxxow come out with your order that this is an uniswful 
one , 

Chairmains; fo you ore not sure ates the Dreeds should be declorcd 
an unlowful society? 

Hon. WWE, Charlos; No, not that J] am not sure, I em seying that 
everybody “has & tight 39 go to Court, give them the right to go to 
Court. 


Chairman: The question is that clause 12 stand ent of the bill. 
Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Clause 13 which is the cid clause 12, 


oo 


. ‘The ques sticn is that clause 15 stand part of the bill. * ‘Rhos e 
in’ favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Clauwe 14, whichis the old clause 73, 


Hone ME. Charies: Certainly if we are going to sit here for 6 whole 
day ‘and discuss this, why snouid we allow that the Minister can. at 
any. time chenge any section that he wants changed, We. must come 

back to the House. So much troubi we have gone through in detailing 
these things and the Minister is going to have the right to change 
them? Let us come back and amend the law if necessary. We have sat 
down a whole day discussing it and then you want the Minister to do 
all the things which you have-'t thought of. I think it is: fat too 
wide, 


. (all sposking at the same time) 
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It is not a matter ing funds where you sive the Minister the 


right. This is legislation in which you have taken away people's 
rights, or have circumscribed then, We are leaving out clause 136 


Hon. Premier: ‘That's all Hight. e t+ -.. 88 2. 


chairman: The question isthat clause. 413 5 be deleted. Those in favour? 


Those against? The Ayes have it, 


~~ Clsuse 44, The question is thet clause +4 stand pert of the nalts 
Those in favour? . Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Cleuse 15. 


Hon, R.O. Ps Armour: Clause 15 is the g general clause which imposes 4 
sentence of 18 months and two years, ‘This-is the first time in 
Dominica that we have a lav which states not that you will get up 
to: 18 months in the first instance and you will get up to two years 
for a subsequen:. conviction, but if you are convicted a sentence of 
18 months shall be imposed ia the case of a first convictim and of 


, two years <in case. of sgt conviction. . Now, I believe in faimess 


to Seve that on the first offence you should aoe a discretion. 
Hone pacman. pisdeerient What about the hol Sane a fellow may 


just ask for a puff and the police catches him and he has to. pay. 
‘b 5500. OO : 


Chairman; Mr. Armour, except that we are dealing with the rather 
dangerous circumstances in this country today, 


Hon. R.O. Pe Armour: -F am not saying that we are not dealitig with 


danger ous earonme tances. Iam saying Jet us make it six and eighteen 


months . 


(all speaking at the same time) 


Hon, Mu. Charies: I am not happy about this clause, but I presume 
under the circumstances, wo must, but I would really like the law 


to come up for review every six months, hopefully we will get rid of it 


after the first six moths, 


fon, R.0.P. Armour: Why not make the period of sentence as you had 
it originally 9 months in the first instance and then your two years 
in case of 3a second conviction. - 


Hon. Premier:0,K, 9 months, ° 


Chairman: 9 months, two ycars. Those in fevour of the amendment ? 
Those against? » “phe: Ayes have it. 


The question is that clause 15, as amended, stand part of the 
bill. © Those in favour? Those against? ‘The Ayes’ have it. ° 
and . 


(all spacing /oomenting on the Dread socicty and its identification) 


Hon. Mobo Charles: ust preads no desoription as to what preads 


‘Schedule : a ae . a: 
Chairian: / The question is thet the Schedule to the Bill stand part 
of the bill. Those in BOW OUE Those : aga -inst? The Ayes have it, 


(The teeter ‘enue ond *itle were called and agrecd to.) 


Chairman: 7gpies ti on is tnit I do report the bill to the House, 


(House resumes) 


arc? 


~6B— 


Speaker: Bouse resumes and E heave to oe enat the bill hats 


entitled the "Prohibited and Unlawful Societies and Associations. Act 1974)" 


passed through the Committco stage with numerous amendments. And 
the question is that the eae of the Committee be adopted. Those 
in favour? Those Agoins’ The Ayes heve it, | 


Hon. Premicr : “Mr. Specker, I beg to move that the bill shortly entitled 
‘Prohibited and Unlewful' ¢ Booie lies end Associations Act, 1974", be 
read a third time and passed, bie 





Hon, @. Etienne; Mr, Speaker, I beg to second the motion. | 
Speakers Tt hes becn moved and seconded thet the bill seeeeies. entitled 
the "Prohibited and Unlewful gates nnd Associrtion Act, .1974", 

be rerd a third time cnd passed Those in fevour? Those. “galnek? 
The Ayes hove it. 

Clork: - Prohibited and Unlewful Societies end Associations Act, 1974. 
Hon, Premier: Mr. Speaker, I would like a division on this. bili, 


Speaker: A member has asked for a division, (to the Glerk; Take’ 
a division. ) : 


Clerk: 

Hone PR, John Yes Hon. Cleve Tavernier yes 
Hon. T. Etienne Yes don, R.O.P. Armour =—s-Yeg © 
Hon. Het. Christian ~~. Hon, A, Moise Aye 
Hon. HLA. Leslie Yes Hone R.S, Fadelle Yes 
Hon. J.l. Royer Yes Hon. MoE, Charles yes 
Hon. A.C. Active Yes Hon, P,A.S. Stevens Yes 


(to Speaker) ~ 42 Ayes 

Hon. ME. Charles: I wish to have it noted that only one wdiiee dia 
not sp speale on the bill and he has not voted on it. I mean Hon. E,J, 
Shillingford. _— 
(Hon. B,J, Shillingford was at the time absent from the House.) .: 
Speaker: Well the Ayes heve it - 12-nil 


The bill has been read a third tine.om passed eccordingly; 


AN AGT 20 AMEND TH ABOLERION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT ORDINANCE 
CAP, 29. 


Hon, Premier; Mr, Species, I beg to introduce the bill shortly | 
entitled "Abolition of Corporal Punishment (Amendment) Act, 1974." 


Hon windstar of Agriculture, mesic and Natural atomic. Mr. T.Htienne : 
i beg” to second the motion, ousted gis 





Clerk: Abolition of Corporal Puudenmen’ (amendment) Act, 1974.00 





Fa en Sa AT Nh Warman pm roared te demas 


Hon. Third Nominated Member lass MLR. _Charios (to the Premier) Have 
you any ‘amendments? oases r 


& 


